
  
 

  
EPISTLE READING OF THE DAY: This morning's Apostolic Reading is from the Acts of the Apostles, 
Chapter 9, Verses 32-42:  In those days, as Peter went here and there among them all, he came down also to the saints 
that lived at Lydda. There he found a man named Aeneas, who had been bedridden for eight years and was paralyzed. And 
Peter said to him, "Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you; rise and make your bed." And immediately he rose. And all the residents 
of Lydda and Sharon saw him, and they turned to the Lord. Now there was at Joppa a disciple named Tabitha, which means 
Dorcas. She was full of good works and acts of charity. In those days she fell sick and died; and when they had washed her, 
they laid her in an upper room. Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, hearing that Peter was there, sent two men to 
him entreating him, "Please come to us without delay." So Peter rose and went with them. And when he had come, they 
took him to the upper room. All the widows stood beside him weeping, and showing tunics and other garments which 
Dorcas made while she was with them. But Peter put them all outside and knelt down and prayed; then turning to the body 
he said, "Tabitha, rise." And she opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter she sat up. And he gave her his hand and lifted 
her up. Then calling the saints and widows he presented her alive. And it became known throughout all Joppa, and many 
believed in the Lord. 
 
Ὁ Ἀπόστολος, Πράξεων τῶν Ἀποστόλων τὸ ἀνάγνωσµα, κεφ. 9, ἐδάφ. 32-42. 
 
GOSPEL READING OF THE DAY: This morning's Gospel Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to 
Saint John, Chapter 5, Verses 1-15:  At that time, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep 
Gate a pool, in Hebrew called Bethesda which has five porticoes. In these lay a multitude of invalids, blind, lame, paralyzed, 
waiting for the moving of the water; for an angel of the Lord went down at certain seasons into the pool, and troubled the 
water; whoever stepped in first after the troubling of the water was healed of whatever disease he had. One man was there, 
who had been ill for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him and knew that he had been lying there a long time, he said to 
him, "Do you want to be healed?" The sick man answered him, "Sir, I have no man to put me into the pool when the water 
is troubled, and while I am going another steps down before me." Jesus said to him, "Rise, take up your pallet, and walk." 
And at once the man was healed, and he took up his pallet and walked. 

Now that day was the sabbath. So the Jews said to the man who was cured, "It is the sabbath, it is not lawful for you to carry 
your pallet." But he answered them, "The man who healed me said to me, 'Take up your pallet, and walk.' "They asked him, 
"Who is the man who said to you, 'Take up your pallet, and walk'?" Now the man who had been healed did not know who 
it was, for Jesus had withdrawn, as there was a crowd in the place. Afterward, Jesus found him in the temple, and said to 
him, "See, you are well! Sin no more, that nothing worse befall you." The man went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus 
who had healed him. 

Ἡ σηµερινὴ εὐαγγελικὴ περικοπὴ ἐκ τοῦ κατὰ Ἰωάννην, κεφ. 5, ἐδάφ. 1-15 
 
INTRODUCTION TO ORTHODOXY CLASSES: These very popular classes are taking place on a weekly basis, 
remotely, thanks to the dedicated efforts of Alex Kozak. If you are new to the parish or you are considering being 
received into the Church through baptism and/or chrismation, as an adult, we invite you to speak with Alex about 
your wishes and the possibility of joining the Introduction to Orthodoxy class. Please contact him at 
https://agkozak.com/intro. Alex will extend an invite to the meetings, currently taking place via zoom.	
 
TROPARION OF PASCHA: CHRIST IS RISEN! ΧΡΙΣΤΟΣ ΑΝΕΣΤΗ! 
Χριστός ανέστη εκ νεκρών, θανάτω θάνατον πατήσας, και τοις εν τοις µνήµασι ζωήν χαρισάµενος. 
Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and to those in the tombs, granting life. 
 

TODAY’S MNEMOSYNON: Today’s Memorial service is offered for the repose of the 
soul of our brother Basile Mavroudis (25 years). Αἰωνία ἡ Μνήµη! Eternal Memory! 
 
WE HAVE REOPENED OUR CHURCH FOR IN-PERSON WORSHIP: Now that 
we have officially reopened for in-person worship, we invite those of you that are comfortable doing 
so, to return to your spiritual home. We are currently allowed limited capacity at 40 congregants, so 
as to maintain social distancing guidelines. After so much time apart, it has been a joy to see each of 
you as you return to in-person worship. Please visit https://www.annunciation.org/liturgyreservation to 
RSVPfor upcoming services and https://annunciation.org/images/Reopening/Reopening_Guidelines.pdf  
to view our Reopening Guidelines. We look forward to seeing everyone in-person soon, and look 
forward to the day we can return to full capacity. 
 
THE CATHEDRAL TURNS 100: 100 years ago, on May 17th, 1921 a banquet was held at the 
Fairmont Hotel, celebrating the decision to establish the Cathedral. Two days later, on May 19, a group 
of San Francisco Greeks, ostensibly the first Parish Council, met to discuss a path forward.  The former 
Archbishop of Athens, Meletios Metaxakis, presided over the meeting and noted how, at the Fairmont 
Hotel (in the Gold Room, specifically) two days earlier, “a decision was made to establish the 
cathedral church…” The next day, May 20, the Council met again, with Metaxakis presiding, and 
decided to purchase property at Hayes and Pearce Streets and to erect the cathedral there, along with 
a school, diocesan offices, and an orphanage. The rest is history. In 1928, the community voted to 
relocate to its present location on Valencia Street. And the Cathedral’s 100 year-old story continues 
from there.  
 
But, it all began on May 17, 1921. It began with a vision and with a decision. The vision continues as 
we take up phase two of our current building project. This phase aims at completing the interior, with 
walls, furnishings, and iconography, and to consecrating the new cathedral on March 25, 2023. A 
beacon of our Faith and culture in the heart of San Francisco, for the next 100 years and beyond! 
 

LIGHT A VIRTUAL CANDLE: Thank you for lighting a virtual candle, thus keeping hope 
alive. Whether you donate $1 or $1,000, your gift is one of faith. It helps keeps the Cathedral solvent 
during this universal upheaval. More importantly, it connects us to Him who is the Light of the World 
(John 8:12) and reminds us of our calling to be the light of the world (Matthew 5:14). To light your 
virtual candles, please visit our web site, www.annunciation.org, and click on the appropriate link, or 
enter  https://annunciation.org/candle During the past year, Father Stephen has been lighting your 
candles in real time. Going forward, now that we are open to in person worship, the candles will be 
lit, instead, by a Parish Council member. Those attending services in person will be able to light their 
own candles at the pangari. 
 

SUNDAY, MAY 23, 2021 

SUNDAY OF THE PARALYTIC                    MICHAEL THE CONFESSOR AND MARY THE MYRRHBEARER 



 
 

CONSTRUCTION MANAGER FOR PHASE 2 HIRED. This week, the 
Parish Council, acting on the recommendation of the Building Committee, hired Joel 
Josehart as construction manager to coordinate and oversee the completion of the interior 
of the new cathedral. We are in the process of interviewing contractors for the work. Joel 
will help us transition from contractors who built the exterior and bring to a conclusion 
some pending matters, as the garage. Meanwhile, the Capital Campaign Committee has 
resumed its task of raising the funds to complete the project, estimated at $4 million. The 
Cathedral already has on hand the $1.5 million bequest by the late Sam George as well 
as money from the paver project… As a community, we’ve been through much, 
especially when we lost everything to the earthquake, back in 1989. But, we’ve bounced 
back. It wasn’t easy, but we did it, because we have faith, we have hope, and we have 
unity. So, too, we will weather this pandemic and return to a so called “new normal,” –
i.e. a community where we may do things a little differently, but with the same strong 
faith in God. After all, it is for Him, in Him, and through Him that we continue to exist 
at all. Praise God for the Gift of His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we are 
given the faith and the vision to rebuild His Church.  

 
“The Church shall be a home for 
Orthodox Christians from every 

ethnic and national background. It 
shall be a house of prayer for all 
humankind, in which the Holy 

Name of our Triune God shall be 
extolled and all of creation 

sanctified.”   


