SUNDAY, MAY 30, 2021

SUNDAY OF THE SAMARITAN WOMAN ISAACIUS, ABBOT OF DALMATUS AND MACRINA, GRANDMOTHER OF ST. BASIL THE GREAT
EPISTLE READING OF THE DAY: This morning's Apostolic Reading is from the Acts of the Apostles, TODAY’S MNEMOSYNON: This morning’s Memorial service is being offered for the repose of
Chapter 11, Verses 19-30. the soul of our brother: Angelo Pappas, who fell asleep in the Lord 18 years ago. Aiwvia 1) Mvrjun!
‘O AnéatoAog, [Tgd&ewv Twv AMooTOAWV T0 Avayvwoua, kep. 11, €ddcp. 19-30. Eternal Memory!

GOSPEL READING OF THE DAY: This morning's Gospel Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to 40 DAY BLESSING: Today we will receive for his 40-day blessing Megaklis, child of
Saint John, Chapter 4, Verses 5-42: At that time, Jesus came to a city of Samaria, called Sychar, near the field that Jacob Megasthenes and Natasha Asteris. Na pac Zrjoet! Long life!

gave to his son Joseph. Jacob's well was there, and so Jesus, wearied as he was with his journey, sat down beside the well. It
was about the sixth hour.

GREEK SCHOOL AND SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATES: We extend congratulations to our Greek School
There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, "Give me a drink." For his disciples had gone away into and Sunday School programs upon the completion of their respective school year. All of our teachers and

the city to buy food. The Samaritan woman said to him, "How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?" kids are to be commended for overcoming the difficulties of this past year by holding classes virtually. Our
For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans. Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to Sunday school held its final class last Sunday, May 23 and will resume in the fall (hopefully, for in-person

you, ‘Give me 4 drink," you W,Ould have asked },ﬁm and he would have given yc?u.living water." The woman said to him, "Sir, instruction), on Sunday, September 26®. Similarly, our Greek School will hold its final class on Saturday,
you have nothing to draw with, and the well is deep; where do you get that living water? Are you greater than our father ] 5 and will in the fall in hopefullv. for i instructi Saturdav, September 11
Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank from it himself, and his sons, and his cattle?" Jesus said to her, "Everyone who drinks une 5 and will resume in the fall (again, hopefully, for in-person instruction) on Saturday, September 11.

of this water will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst; the water that I shall

give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life." The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water, CATHEDRAL’S 100™ ANNIVERSARY: 100 years ago on May 17th, 1921 a banquet was held at
that I may not thirst, nor come here to draw." the Fairmont Hotel, celebrating the decision to establish the Cathedral. Two days later, on May 19, a
Jesus said to her, "Go, call your husband, and come here." The woman answered him, "Thave no husband." Jesus said to her, group of San Francisco Greeks, OStenSibly the first Parish Council, met to discuss a path forward. The
"You are right in saying, 'I have no husband'; for you have had five husbands, and he whom you now have is not your former Archbishop of Athens, Meletios Metaxakis, presided over the meeting and noted how, at the
husband; this you said truly." The woman said to him, "Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this Fairmont Hotel (in the Gold Room, specifically) two days earlier, “a decision was made to establish
mountain; and you say that Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship." Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe me, the the cathedral church...” The next day, May 20, the Council met again, with Metaxakis presiding, and

hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. You worship what you do not decided to purchase property at Hayes and Pearce Streets and to erect the cathedral there, along with

know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true

worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for such the Father seeks to worship him. God is spirit, and those a school, diocesan offices, and an orphanage. The rest is history. In 1928, the community voted to

who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” The woman said to him, "I know that the Messiah is coming (he who is relocate to its present location on Valencia Street. And the Cathedral’s 100 year old story continues

called Christ); when he comes, he will show us all things." Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you am he." from there.

Just then his disciples came. They marveled that he was talking with a woman, but none said, "What do you wish?" or, "Why

are you talking with her?" So the woman left her water jar, and went away into the city and said to the people, "Come, see a But, it all began on May 17, 1921. It began with a vision and with a decision. The vision continues as

man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?" They went out of the city and were coming to him. we take up phase two of our current building project. This phase aims at completing the interior, with

walls, furnishings, and iconography, and to consecrating the new cathedral on March 25, 2023. A

Meam,A,]hﬂe the fjls.mples b.esought him, sayl,,ng Rabbi, eat.” But he_sald to t,hem’ ! h_a ve food to,,eat of W}TlCh you do n?t beacon of our Faith and culture in the heart of San Francisco, for the next 100 years and beyond!
know." So the disciples said to one another, "Has anyone brought him food?" Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will

of him who sent me, and to accomplish his work. Do you not say, 'There are yet four months, then comes the harvest'? I tell

you, lift up your eyes, and see how the fields are already white for harvest. He who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit LIGHT A VIRTUAL CANDLE: Thank you for lighting a virtual candle, thus keeping hope alive.
for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. For here the saying holds true, 'One sows and another reaps.’ Whether you donate $1 or $1,000, your gift is one of faith. It helps keeps the Cathedral solvent during
I'sent you to reap that for which you did not labor; others have labored, and you have entered into their labor." this universal upheaval. More importantly, it connects us to Him who is the Light of the World (John
Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman's testimony. "He told me all that I ever did." So when 8:12) and reminds us of our calling to be the light of the world (Matthew 5:14). To light your virtual
the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and he stayed there two days. And many more believed candles, please visit our web site, www.annunciation.org, and click on the appropriate link, or
because of his word. They said to the woman, "It is no longer because of your words that we believe, for we have heard enter https://annunciation.org/candle During the past year, Father Stephen has been lighting your
ourselves, and we know that this is indeed Christ the Savior of the world.” candles in real time. Going forward, now that we are open to in person worship, the candles will be

H anpeguvi) ebayyeluxi) megueon) &k tob katd Twdvwiy, keq. 4, £0dep. 5-42. lit, instead, by a Parish Council member. Those attending services in person will be able to light their

own candles at the pangari.




CONSTRUCTION MANAGER FOR PHASE 2 HIRED. This week, the
Parish Council, acting on the recommendation of the Building Committee, hired Joel
Josehart as construction manager to coordinate and oversee the completion of the interior
of the new cathedral. We are in the process of interviewing contractors for the work. Joel
will help us transition from contractors who built the exterior and bring to a conclusion
some pending matters, as the garage. Meanwhile, the Capital Campaign Committee has
resumed its task of raising the funds to complete the project, estimated at $4 million. The
Cathedral already has on hand the $1.5 million bequest by the late Sam George as well
as money from the paver project... As a community, we’ve been through much,
especially when we lost everything to the earthquake, back in 1989. But, we’ve bounced
back. It wasn’t easy, but we did it, because we have faith, we have hope, and we have
unity. So, too, we will weather this pandemic and return to a so called “new normal,” —
i.e. a community where we may do things a little differently, but with the same strong
faith in God. After all, it is for Him, in Him, and through Him that we continue to exist
at all. Praise God for the Gift of His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we are
given the faith and the vision to rebuild His Church.

“The Church shall be a home for
Orthodox Christians from every
ethnic and national background. It
shall be a house of prayer for all
humankind, in which the Holy
Name of our Triune God shall be
extolled and all of creation
sanctified.”



