
 
Sunday Bulletin – December 14, 2025 

Hymns of the Day - Υμνολογία 

Resurrectional Apolytikion in the 2nd Tone​
When Thou didst descend unto death, O Life Immortal, then didst Thou slay Hades with the 
lightning of Thy Divinity. And when Thou didst also raise the dead out of the nethermost 
depths, all the powers in the Heavens cried out: O Life-giver, Christ our God, glory be to 
Thee. 

Ὅτε κατῆλθες πρὸς τὸν θάνατον, ἡ Ζωὴ ἡ ἀθάνατος, τότε τὸν ᾅδην ἐνέκρωσας τῇ ἀστραπῇ 
τῆς Θεότητος, ὅτε δὲ καὶ τοὺς τεθνεῶτας ἐκ τῶν καταχθονίων ἀνέστησας, πᾶσαι αἱ Δυνάμεις 
τῶν ἐπουρανίων ἐκραύγαζον·Ζωοδότα Χριστὲ ὁ Θεὸς ἡμῶν δόξα σοι. 

Apolytikion for 11th Sun. of Luke in the 2nd Tone​
By faith didst Thou justify the Forefathers, when through them Thou didst betroth Thyself 
aforetime to the Church from among the nations. The Saints boast in glory that from their 
seed there is a glorious fruit, even she that bare Thee seedlessly. By their prayers, O Christ 
God, save our souls. 

Ἐν πίστει τοὺς Προπάτορας ἐδικαίωσας, τὴν ἐξ Ἐθνῶν δι' αὐτῶν προμνηστευσάμενος 
Ἐκκλησίαν. Καυχῶνται ἐν δόξῃ οἱ Ἅγιοι, ὄι ἐκ σπέρματος αὐτῶν, ὑπάρχει καρπός εὐκλεής, 
ἡ ἀσπόρως τεκοῦσά σε. Ταῖς αὐτῶν ἱκεσίαις, Χριστὲ ὁ Θεός, σῶσον τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν. 

Apolytikion for the Church Annunciation in the 4th Tone​
Today is the summary of our salvation, and the revelation of the age-old mystery. For the 
Son of God becomes the Son of the Virgin, and Gabriel announces the good news of grace. 
Therefore, let us join him, and cry aloud to the Theotokos: "Rejoice, Maiden full of grace,! 
the Lord is with you." ​
​
Σήμερον της σωτηρίας ημών το κεφάλαιον, και του απ'αιώνος μυστηρίου η φανέρωσις, ο 
Υιός του Θεού, Υιός της Παρθένου γίνεται, και Γαβριήλ την χάριν ευαγγελίζεται. Διό και ημείς 
συν αυτώ τη Θεοτόκω βοήσωμεν: Χαίρε Κεχαριτωμένη, ο Κύριος μετά σου.  



Seasonal Kontakion in the 3rd Tone​
On this day the Virgin cometh to the cave to give birth to * God the Word ineffably, * Who 
was before all the ages. * Dance for joy, O earth, on hearing * the gladsome tidings; * with 
the Angels and the shepherds now glorify Him * Who is willing to be gazed on * as a young 
Child Who * before the ages is God.​
​
Ἡ Παρθένος σήμερον, τὸν Προαιώνιον Λόγον, ἐν Σπηλαίῳ ἔρχεται, ἀποτεκεῖν ἀπορρήτως. 
Χόρευε ἡ οἰκουμένη ἀκουτισθεῖσα, δόξασον μετὰ Ἀγγέλων καὶ τῶν Ποιμένων, βουληθέντα 
ἐποφθῆναι, παιδίον νέον, τὸν πρὸ αἰώνων Θεόν. 

Gospel and Epistle - Αναγνώσματα  

Epistle Readings 

Prokeimenon. 4th Tone. Daniel 3.26,27.​
Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our fathers.​
Verse: For you are just in all you have done. 

The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Colossians 3:4-11.​
Brethren, when Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 
Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and 
covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of these the wrath of God is coming upon the 
sons of disobedience. In these you once walked, when you lived in them. But now put them 
all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and foul talk from your mouth. Do not lie to one 
another, seeing that you have put off the old nature with its practices and have put on the 
new nature, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. Here there 
cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free 
man, but Christ is all, and in all. 

Προκείμενον. 4th Tone. Δανιήλ 3.26-27.​
Εὐλογητὸς εἶ, Κύριε, ὁ Θεὸς τῶν Πατέρων ἡμῶν.​
Στίχ. Ὅτι δίκαιος εἶ ἐπὶ πᾶσιν, οἷς ἐποίησας ἡμῖν. 

τὸ Ἀνάγνωσμα Πρὸς Κολοσσαεῖς 3:4-11.​
Ἀδελφοί, ὅταν ὁ Χριστὸς φανερωθῇ, ἡ ζωὴ ἡμῶν, τότε καὶ ὑμεῖς σὺν αὐτῷ φανερωθήσεσθε 
ἐν δόξῃ. Νεκρώσατε οὖν τὰ μέλη ὑμῶν τὰ ἐπὶ τῆς γῆς, πορνείαν, ἀκαθαρσίαν, πάθος, 
ἐπιθυμίαν κακήν, καὶ τὴν πλεονεξίαν, ἥτις ἐστὶν εἰδωλολατρεία, διʼ ἃ ἔρχεται ἡ ὀργὴ τοῦ θεοῦ 
ἐπὶ τοὺς υἱοὺς τῆς ἀπειθείας· Ἐν οἷς καὶ ὑμεῖς περιεπατήσατέ ποτε, ὅτε ἐζῆτε ἐν αὐτοῖς. Νυνὶ 
δὲ ἀπόθεσθε καὶ ὑμεῖς τὰ πάντα, ὀργήν, θυμόν, κακίαν, βλασφημίαν, αἰσχρολογίαν ἐκ τοῦ 
στόματος ὑμῶν· μὴ ψεύδεσθε εἰς ἀλλήλους, ἀπεκδυσάμενοι τὸν παλαιὸν ἄνθρωπον σὺν 
ταῖς πράξεσιν αὐτοῦ, καὶ ἐνδυσάμενοι τὸν νέον, τὸν ἀνακαινούμενον εἰς ἐπίγνωσιν κατʼ 
εἰκόνα τοῦ κτίσαντος αὐτόν· ὅπου οὐκ ἔνι Ἕλλην καὶ Ἰουδαῖος, περιτομὴ καὶ ἀκροβυστία, 
βάρβαρος, Σκύθης, δοῦλος, ἐλεύθερος· ἀλλὰ τὰ πάντα καὶ ἐν πᾶσιν Χριστός. 



 

Gospel Readings 

11th Sunday of Luke 

Luke 14:16-24 

The Lord said this parable: "A man once gave a great banquet, and invited many; and at 
the time of the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had been invited, 'Come; for 
all is now ready.' But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said to him, 'I have 
bought a field, and I go out and see it; I pray you, have me excused.' And another said, 'I 
have bought five yoke of oxen, and I must go to examine them; I pray you, have me 
excused.' And another said, 'I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.' So the 
servant came and reported this to his master. Then the householder in anger said to his 
servant, 'Go out quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and 
maimed and blind and lame.' And the servant said, 'Sir, what you commanded has been 
done, and there is still room.' And the master said to the servant, 'Go out to the highways 
and hedges, and compel people to come in, that my house may be filled. For I tell you, 
none of those men who were invited shall taste my banquet. For many are called, but few 
are chosen.'" 

 

Κατὰ Λουκᾶν 14:16-24 

Εἶπεν ὁ Κύριος τήν παραβολὴν ταύτην· Ἄνθρωπός τις ἐποίησε δεῖπνον μέγα καὶ ἐκάλεσε 
πολλούς· καὶ ἀπέστειλε τὸν δοῦλον αὐτοῦ τῇ ὥρᾳ τοῦ δείπνου εἰπεῖν τοῖς κεκλημένοις· 
ἔρχεσθε, ὅτι ἤδη ἕτοιμά ἐστι πάντα. καὶ ἤρξαντο ἀπὸ μιᾶς παραιτεῖσθαι πάντες. ὁ πρῶτος 
εἶπεν αὐτῷ· ἀγρὸν ἠγόρασα, καὶ ἔχω ἀνάγκην ἐξελθεῖν καὶ ἰδεῖν αὐτόν· ἐρωτῶ σε, ἔχε με 
παρῃτημένον. καὶ ἕτερος εἶπε· ζεύγη βοῶν ἠγόρασα πέντε, καὶ πορεύομαι δοκιμάσαι αὐτά· 
ἐρωτῶ σε, ἔχε με παρῃτημένον. καὶ ἕτερος εἶπε· γυναῖκα ἔγημα, καὶ διὰ τοῦτο οὐ δύναμαι 
ἐλθεῖν. καὶ παραγενόμενος ὁ δοῦλος ἐκεῖνος ἀπήγγειλε τῷ κυρίῳ αὐτοῦ ταῦτα. τότε 
ὀργισθεὶς ὁ οἰκοδεσπότης εἶπε τῷ δούλῳ αὐτοῦ· ἔξελθε ταχέως εἰς τὰς πλατείας καὶ ῥύμας 
τῆς πόλεως, καὶ τοὺς πτωχοὺς καὶ ἀναπήρους καὶ χωλοὺς καὶ τυφλοὺς εἰσάγαγε ὧδε. καὶ 
εἶπεν ὁ δοῦλος· κύριε, γέγονεν ὡς ἐπέταξας, καὶ ἔτι τόπος ἐστί. καὶ εἶπεν ὁ κύριος πρὸς τὸν 
δοῦλον· ἔξελθε εἰς τὰς ὁδοὺς καὶ φραγμοὺς καὶ ἀνάγκασον εἰσελθεῖν, ἵνα γεμισθῇ ὁ οἶκος 
μου. λέγω γὰρ ὑμῖν ὅτι οὐδεὶς τῶν ἀνδρῶν ἐκείνων τῶν κεκλημένων γεύσεταί μου τοῦ 
δείπνου. Πολλοί γὰρ εἰσιν κλητοί, ὀλίγοι δέ ἐκλεκτοί. 

 

 

 



Saints and Feasts - Εορτές 

11th Sunday of Luke 

On the Sunday that occurs on or immediately after the eleventh of this month, we 
commemorate Christ's forefathers according to the flesh, both those that came before the 
Law, and those that lived after the giving of the Law. 

Special commemoration is made of the Patriarch Abraham, to whom the promise was first 
given, when God said to him, "In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed" 
(Gen. 22:18). This promise was given some two thousand years before Christ, when 
Abraham was seventy-five years of age. God called him and commanded him to forsake his 
country, parents, and kinsmen, and to depart to the land of the Canaanites. When he 
arrived there, God told him, "I will give this land to thy seed" (Gen. 12:7); for this cause, that 
land was called the "Promised Land," which later became the country of the Hebrew 
people, and which is also called Palestine by the historians. There, after the passage of 
twenty-four years, Abraham received God's law concerning circumcision. In the one 
hundredth year of his life, when Sarah was in her ninetieth year, they became the parents of 
Isaac. Having lived 175 years altogether, he reposed in peace, a venerable elder full of 
days. 

 

Wisdom of the Fathers - Σοφία των Πατέρων 

​
What was the nature of the invitation? God the Father has prepared in Christ for the 
inhabitants of earth those gifts which are bestowed upon the world through Him, even the 
forgiveness of sins, the cleansing away of all defilement, the communion of the Holy Spirit, 
the glorious adoption of sons, and the kingdom of the heavens. -St. Cyril of Alexandria​
 

Announcements - Ανακοινώσεις 

​
Memorial Services: Today’s Memorial Service is being offered for the repose of the souls 
of Eleni Nicolas (1 year) and Dorothy Riedel (1 year). Αίωνία η μνήμη! May their memory be 
eternal! 



Today’s coffee hour...  is being hosted by the family of Dorothy Riedel, in loving memory.  
Αιωνία η μνήμη της! 

Services This Week: Monday, December 15th, Saint Eleutherios Divine Liturgy (Orthros 
8:45 AM, Divine Liturgy 10 AM); Wednesday, December 17, Daniel the Prophet Evening 
Divine Liturgy (6:00 PM); Saturday, December 20th Holy Confessions (3:00 PM), Great 
Vespers (4:00 PM). 

Building Fund Match Challenge: We are blessed with another incredible opportunity! An 
anonymous benefactor has offered a $100,000 Building Fund Match Challenge. Every 
dollar donated to the Building Fund will be matched, up to $100,000, through December 31, 
2025. Together we can raise $200,000 or more for the construction of our new Cathedral. 
Donations may be made online through Realm or by mailing a check to the Cathedral. 
Thank you for your generosity and continued support!  

Community Kitchen: Let us come together to prepare, serve, and share a hot meal with 
those in our neighborhood. The next Community Kitchen will be this Tuesday December 
16th. If you would like to volunteer, please sign up at www.annunciation.org/ck-signup. If 
you would like to support this important ministry, please consider making a financial 
donation at www.annunciation.org/ck-donate 

44th Annual Philoptochos Crab Feed: The Ladies Philoptochos presents its Annual Crab 
Feed on Friday, January 30, 2026. Join us for an all-inclusive meal of Salad, Garlic Bread, 
Wine, Pasta, Crab, and Dessert. Early bird pricing is available through December 31st: 
$90/adult and $45/child 12 and under. Visit our table in the hall after Liturgy to reserve your 
tickets or purchase your tickets online at www.annunciation.org/crab-feed. Contact Maria 
Manetas at crabfeed@annunciation.org for more details. 

Stewardship: Stewardship is our offering showing love in action for Christ, the Church, and 
our fellow human beings. It supports our ministries, programs, outreach, and the care and 
maintenance of our beloved Cathedral. Most importantly, it supports our Cathedral liturgical 
expenses, and now more than ever, it is time for everyone to make a commitment to our 
community. Pledge today in person at Church or at www.annunciation.org/donate. 

Metropolis Family Ministry Eight Dates Program: Offered by the Metropolis Family 
Wellness Ministry, all couples are invited to participate in the upcoming Eight Dates 
marriage program. Presented for the fourth time in our Metropolis, these online workshops 
combine a Christ-centered approach with research-based strategies to enhance couples' 
connection, communication, and conflict management skills. Over 800 couples from 
throughout the country have already benefited from the Eight Dates programs offered by 
our Metropolis Family Wellness Ministry. Visit www.familywellnessministry.org to register 
today!​
Continued to next page… 
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Men's Fellowship:  Please join us for our next Men’s Fellowship gathering on Thursday, 
January 15, 2026. Social hour begins at 6:30 PM, dinner and program follow at 7:00 PM. 
These meetings provide an excellent opportunity for us to reconnect with our friends, our 
community, and our faith.  If you plan to attend our next gathering, please email Jim Rakos 
at jim.rakos@annunciation.org to RSVP. 

An Invitation To Host Coffee Hour: As part of our revitalized coffee hour program, we’re 
calling on all ministries, organizations, and our parishioners (individually or in teams!) to 
sign up to host one or more coffee hours throughout the year.  We’ll supply the coffee/ 
cream/ sugar, tablecloths, napkins, utensils – and you supply the goodies (pastries, donuts, 
bagels, small sandwiches, fruit/ vegetable/ cheese platters or other similar items). Please 
reach out to Irene Melitas (irene.melitas@annunciation.org, or 925.212.8561) to sign-up 
and learn more. 
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