ANNUNCIATION CATHEDRAL
—— SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA ——

Sunday Bulletin — December 21, 2025

Hymns of the Day - YuvoAoyia

Resurrectional Apolytikion in the 3rd Tone

Let the Heavens rejoice; let earthly things be glad; for the Lord hath wrought might with His
arm, He hath trampled upon death by death. The first-born of the dead hath He become. From
the belly of Hades hath He delivered us, and hath granted great mercy to the world.

EvgppaivéoBw TG oUpdvia, ayaAidoBw Ta EtTiyela, OTI €TToinoe KPATOG, £€v Bpaxiovi auTtol, O
Klplog, ématnoe 1 Bavartw 1OV Bavatov, TTPWTOTOKOS TWV VEKPWV EYEVETO, €K KOIAiag Gdou
£ppUCaTo NUAG, Kai TTAPEOXE TW KOTHW TO Péya EAEOC.

Apolytikion for Forefeast of the Nativity in the 4th Tone

Be thou ready, Bethlehem, Eden hath opened unto all. Ephratha, prepare thyself, for now,
behold, the Tree of life hath blossomed forth in the cave from the Holy Virgin. Her womb hath
proved a true spiritual Paradise, wherein the divine and saving Tree is found, and as we eat
thereof we shall all live, and shall not die as did Adam. For Christ is born now to raise the
image that had fallen aforetime.

Etoipalou BnBAeép, nvoiktar raoiv n ESEN, Eutpettidou E@pabd, 611 16 ¢UAov THG (WG, £V TW
21TNAdiw €¢ivenoev ek ¢ MNapBévou, Mapddeioog Kai yap, n ekeivng yaoTrp, £0€ixBn vontdc,
ev w 1O Beiov @QuTdV, €€ oU Qayovteg (Hoopev, ouyxi O€ w¢ o Addu TEBVNLOUEB, XpIoTOS
YEVVATAl, TRV TTIPiV TTECOUCAV, AVACTAOWYV EIKOVA.

Apolytikion for Sun. before Nativity in the 2nd Tone

Great are the achievements of faith! In the fountain of flame, as by the water of rest, the Three
Holy Children rejoiced. And the Prophet Daniel proved a shepherd of lions as of sheep. By
their prayers, O Christ our God, save our souls.

MeydaAa 10 TAG TTiIoTEWS KaTopBwaTa! &v TR TTNYN TAS PAOYOCS, WG £TTi UdATOG AVATIAUCEWG, Ol
aylol Tpeic Taideg AydAAovTo, kai O MpoeATNG AavinA, AeOVIWV TTOIUAY, WG TTPORATWY
£0¢eikvuTo, Taic auT@v ikeaialg, XpioTé O Oed¢, EAénaov NUAG.
Apolytikion for the Church Annunciation in the 4th Tone

Today is the summary of our salvation, and the revelation of the age-old mystery. For the Son
of God becomes the Son of the Virgin, and Gabriel announces the good news of grace.



Therefore, let us join him, and cry aloud to the Theotokos: "Rejoice, Maiden full of grace,! the
Lord is with you."

2AMEPOV TNG OWTNPIOC NUNWYV TO KEPAAQIOV, KAl TOU OTT'AIWVOG JUCTNPIOU N pavEPWOIS, 0 YOG
Tou @¢ou, Y166 TnG MapBevou yivetal, kar FappinA Tnv xapiv euayyeAidetal. Aid Kal nuUeEig ouv
aQuTw TN OeoToKW Poriowpev: Xaipe Kexapitwuévn, o Kupiog petd oou.

Seasonal Kontakion in the 3rd Tone

On this day the Virgin cometh to the cave to give birth to * God the Word ineffably, * Who was
before all the ages. * Dance for joy, O earth, on hearing * the gladsome tidings; * with the
Angels and the shepherds now glorify Him * Who is willing to be gazed on * as a young Child
Who * before the ages is God.

'H MapBévog anuepov, 1OV Mpoaiwviov Adyov, €v ZTTnAaiw EpxETal, ATTOTEKEIV ATTOPPATWG.
Xoépeue 1 oikoupévn akouTioBeioa, 66aocov peTd AyyEAwv Kai TV lMoiyévwy, BouAnBévra
ETToPOfval, TTaidiov véov, TOV TTPO aiwvwy Oedv.

Gospel and Epistle - Avayvwopuara

Epistle Readings

Prokeimenon. 4th Tone. Daniel 3.26,27.
Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our fathers.
Verse: For you are just in all you have done.

The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Hebrews 11:9-10; 32-40.

BRETHREN, by faith Abraham sojourned in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in
tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. For he looked forward to the
city which has foundation, whose builder and maker is God.

And what more shall | say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson,
Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets - who through faith conquered kingdoms,
enforced justice, received promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched raging fire,
escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, put
foreign armies to flight. Women received their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured,
refusing to accept release, that they might rise again to a better life. Others suffered mocking
and scourging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two,
they were tempted, they were killed with the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and
goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-treated - of whom the world was not worthy - wandering over
deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.

And all these, though well attested by their faith, did not receive what was promised, since
God had foreseen something better for us, that apart from us they should not be made
perfect.



Mpokeipevov. 4th Tone. AaviiA 3.26-27.
EuAoynToc €1, Kupie, 6 Oed¢ TV Matépwv APGV.
>Tix. "OTI BiKQIOC €1 €111 TT&OIV, OI¢ éTToinoac Av.

TO0 Avayvwopua MNMpog ERpaioug 11:9-10, 32-40.

AdeA@oi, mioTel TTapwknoev ABpadu €ic TAV yiv TAG £mTayyeAiag wg alloTtpiav, €v oknvaig
KOTOIKAOAG META 'loadk Kai "lakwB TV ouykAnpovopwy TG TTayyeAiog TAg alThc £EeDEXETO
yap TRV ToUC Bepehioug Exouoav TTOAIV, NS TEXVITNC Kai dnuioupydc 6 Oedc. Kai Ti €Tl Aéyw;
EmiAeipel yap pe dinyouuevov O Xpovog Trepi Medewv, Bapdk Te kai Zaywwv Kai ‘le@Bdae,
Aauid Te kai ZAPOUAA Kai TGOV TTpoenTQV, of dId THOTEWS KaTnywvioavio BaoiAsiag,
gipyaoavto dikaiooUvny, ETTETUXOV ETTAYYEAIQV, Eppatav oTOPaTa AeOVIWY, EoBeaav dUvVauIV
TTUPOG, £puyov oTOUATA Paxaipag, Eveduvauwbnoav atrd dobeveiag, £yevBnoav ioxupoi €v
TTOAEPW, TTapEPPBOAAC EkAlvav GAAoTpiwv: EAaBov yuvaikeg €€ AvaoTAOEwWS TOUG VEKPOUG
auT@V: GAAol O¢ étupTravioBnoav, oU TTpocdefauevol TAV ATTOAUTPWOIV, iva KPEITTOVOG
AvaoTdoews TOXWOIV: ETEPOI OE EUTTAIYMOV Kai paoTiywy Treipav EAaBov, €11 0& deou@V Kai
QUAaKAG EAIBAcONnoav, £TrpioBnoav, émeipdadnoay, é&v ovw Paxaipag atréBavov, TrepiffAbov
év unAwrtaic, év aiyeioic dépuaoiv, UoTepoUpEVol, BAIBOUEVOI, KOKOUXOUMEVOI, WV oUK AV GEI0C
6 KOoPOC, év épnuicic TTAavpevol Kai Bpeat kai oTrnAaiolc kai Tai¢ oTTaic TA¢ YAc. Kai olTol
TTAVTEG hapTUPNBEVTEG BIA TAC TTIOTEWG OUK £KOMigavTo TRV £TTayyeAiav, To0 ©col TTepi ANV
KPEITTOV TI TTpORBAEWapEVOU, iva P XWPIS AUV TEAEIWOWOT.

Gospel Readings

Sunday before Nativity

Matthew 1:1-25

The book of the Genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.

Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah
and his brothers, and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of
Hezron, and Hezron the father of Aram, and Aram the father of Amminadab, and Amminadab
the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, and Salmon the father of Boaz by
Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse the
father of David the king.

And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, and Solomon the father of
Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asa, and Asa the
father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah,
and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of
Hezekiah, and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of Amon, and



Amon the father of Josiah, and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, at the time of
the deportation to Babylon.

And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Salathiel, and Salathiel the
father of Zerubbabel, and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the father of Eliakim, and
Eliakim the father of Azor, and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and
Achim the father of Eliud, and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan,
and Matthan the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of
whom Jesus was born, who is called Christ.

So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen generations, and from David to
the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from the deportation to Babylon to the
Christ fourteen generations.

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child of the Holy
Spirit; and her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved
to divorce her quietly. But as he considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him
in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary your wife, for that which is
conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit; she will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus,
for he will save his people from their sins." All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had
spoken by the prophet: "Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and his name shall be
called Emmanuel" (which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the
angel of the Lord commanded him; he took his wife, but knew her not until she had borne a
son; and he called his name Jesus.

Kara MaTtBaiov 1:1-25

BiBAoc yevéoewc 'Incol Xpiotod, uiod Aauid uiol "ABpadu. 'ABpadu éyévvnoe 1oV ‘loadK,
‘loadk 08¢ €yévvnoe TOV 'lakwp, 'lakwp 6¢ £yévvnoe TOV ‘loudav Kai Toug adeApouc auTod,
‘loudag 6t £yévvnoe 1OV Papég kai TOV Zapd €k TAG @auap, Papeg 8¢ Eyévvnoe 1oV 'Eocpwyp,
‘Eopwpu 6¢ &yévvnoe TOV 'Apdu, ‘Apau O& €yévvnoe Tov 'ApIvadap, "Auivaddap 6¢ eyévvnoe
T0v Naaoowv, Naacowv 0¢ £yévvnae TOV ZaAuwy, ZoApgwv O& éyévvnoe 1OV Bool €k TAG
‘Paxap, Bool ¢ eyévvnoe 1oV 'QBAS £k TAG 'Poub, 'QRAS 6¢ £yévvnae 1OV ‘lecaai, 'lecoai &
gyévvnoe TOV Aauid Tov BaoiAéa. Aauid 3¢ O BACIAEUC éyévvnoe TOV ZoAop@va ék TAC TOU
Oupiou, Zohopwv O¢ éyévvnoe 1OV ‘PoPodu, 'Pofodau 6¢ éyévvnoe 1oV "ARId, "ABid O¢
gyévvnoe 1OV 'Acd, 'Aca 0f éyévvnoe TOV ‘lwoaear, ‘lwoagdar o6& €yévvnoe TOV lwphy,
‘lwpap 6¢ éyévvnoe 1OV 'OCliav, 'Oliag 6¢ éyévvnoe TOV ‘lwdBay, 'lwabau &¢ €yévvnoe TOV
"Axal, "Axal 6¢ eyévvnoe 1OV 'Elekiav, 'Elekiag ¢ €yévvnoe 1OV Mavaooi, Mavaooic &¢
eyévvnoe 1OV "Apwyv, 'Apwv 8¢ éyévvnoe 1OV ‘lwaiav, 'lwaiag 8¢ Eyévvnoe TOV ‘lexoviav Kai
TOUG AdeA@OUG auTol £TTi TAG peTolKeTiag BaBuAdvoc.



MeTtd O¢ TRV peToikeaiav BaBuAivog ‘lexoviag éyévvnoe Tov ZaAaBInA, ZahaBinA 8¢ €yévvnoe
TOV ZopoPapeA, ZopoPaReA O &yévvnae Tov "APIoUd, 'ABIoud &¢ éyévvnoe 1OV 'EAloKEiy,
"ENlakeiy ¢ éyévvnoe 1OV "Alwp, 'Alwp O& €yévvnoe TOV Zadwk, Zadwk Of &yévvnoe TOV
"Axeiu, "Axeiy 0¢ éyévvnoe TOV 'EAIOUO, 'EAIoUd 8¢ éyévvnoe 1OV 'EAcdlop, 'EAealap O¢
gyévvnoe 1OV MatBav, MatBav o6& éyévvnoe 1OV 'lakw, 'lakwp O¢ €yévvnoe 1OV 'lwone TOV
avdpa Mapiag, €€ fc éyevwndn ‘Incolc 6 Aeydpevo¢ Xpiotdg. Méoar olv ai yeveai Ao
'ABpadu Ewc Aauid yeveai dekatéooapeg, Kai Gmmd Aauid £wc TAC peTolkeoiac BaBuAGvog
veveai OekatéooapeS, kKai amo TAG peToikeoiag BaBuAdvog £wg 100 Xpiotol yeveai
OEKATECTOPEG.

To0 &¢ 'Incod XpioTol fj yévvnoi¢ oUTwE Av. uvnoTeuBeiong yap TS unTpoc autod Mapiag T
"lwone, TIpiv | ouveABEV alToUg eUPEDN €v yaoTpi £xouca ék Mveupartog “Ayiou. lwone o6& 6
avAp auTig, dikaiog Wv Kai P BéAwv auTthv tTapadeiypatioal, €BouAndn AaBpa amroAloal
auTAv. Talta &8¢ altol évBuunBévriog idou ayyehog Kupiou kat' Ovap €pavn aut® A&ywv:
lwone uidog Aauid, un @oPndic TapaAaBeiv Mapidy ThvV yuvaikd cou' TO yap &v QUTH
yevvnBév €k lMvelpatdg €oTiv "Ayiou. TéCeTal O¢ Uidv Kai kaAéoelg 1O Ovopa autol 'Incoldv:
auTOG Yap owael ToV Aadv autol amd TV AuapTiOV aut®v. Tolto O& OAov yéyovev iva
TTANPWOR 10 PNBEV UTTO ToU Kupiou d1a 100 TTpo@rTOU AéyovTog idoU 1) TTapBévog &v yaoTpi
£Cel kai TéECeTan Uidv, Kai kaAéooual TO Ovoua autol 'EppavounA, 6 €01l ueBepunveuduevov
MED’ AUV O Otds. Aleyepbeic 8¢ O 'lwang atod 1ol UTrvou £€TToiNoeV WG TTPOCETAEEY AUTW O
Gyyehoc Kupiou kai Trapéhape TV yuvoika autold, Kai oUk &yivwokev alThv £wg ol £Teke TOV
Uidv AQUTAC TOV TTPWTAOTOKOV, Kai EKAAEoe TO Ovoua auTold ‘Incolv.

Saints and Feasts - EopTtég

Sunday before Nativity

On the Sunday that occurs on or immediately after the eighteenth of this month, we celebrate
all those who from ages past have been well-pleasing to God, beginning from Adam even
unto Joseph the Betrothed of the Most Holy Theotokos, according to genealogy, as the
Evangelist Luke hath recorded historically (Luke 3:23-38); we also commemorate the
Prophets and Prophetesses, and especially the Prophet Daniel and the Holy Three Children.

Wisdom of the Fathers - Zo@ia Twv MNMatépwyv

Pray, my brethren, to the Mother of God when the storm of enmity and malice bursts forth in
your house. She, Who is all-merciful and all-powerful, can easily pacify the hearts of men.
Peace and love proceed from the one God, as from their Source, and Our Lady - in God, as
the Mother of Christ the Peace, is zealous, and prays for the peace of the whole world, and
above all - of all Christians. -St. John of Kronstadt



Announcements - AVOKOIVWOEIG

Stewardship Sunday: "What shall | give to the Lord in return for all his goodness towards
me?" Psalm 116:12. Today we celebrate Stewardship Sunday and the kickoff of our 2026
Stewardship campaign with a new package including wins in 2025, goals in 2026, and
thoughts on giving from your heart when pledging. Join us after Liturgy in the hall and stop by
the Stewardship table where help will be available to get you set up with Realm.

Today's Coffee Hour is being hosted by the Annunciation Cathedral Parish Council, in
celebration of the holiday season.

Services This Week: Tuesday, December 23, Great and Holy Hours (5:00 PM), Christmas
Eve Vesperal Divine Liturgy (6:00 PM); Thursday, December 25, Nativity Divine Liturgy
(Orthros 8:30 AM, Divine Liturgy 9:45 AM); Saturday, December 27th (Holy Confessions 3:00
PM, Great Vespers 4:00 PM).

Building Fund Match Challenge: As we celebrate the Nativity of our Lord, we rejoice in
Christ’s humility, love, and hope that unite us as one family in faith. Through the generosity of
a faithful donor family, the Cathedral has received a $100,000 Building Fund Match, and we
are now very close to fully unlocking this gift. Every dollar given is matched dollar-for-dollar. In
these final days of the year, we invite you to help us meet and exceed the match,
strengthening our Cathedral for generations to come. Donations may be made at
www.annunciation.org/match or by mailing a check to the Cathedral.

Holiday Food Drive for SF-Marin Food Bank: We are collecting shelf-stable food donations
to support the SF-Marin Food Bank from December 21 through January 3. A donation bin will
be available at the Cathedral. Most needed items include canned proteins with pop-top lids,
low-sodium soups, chili or stews, nut butters, pasta, rice, and low-sugar cereals. Thank you
for helping support families in our local community during the holiday season.

Godparents Sunday & FDF Preview Luncheon: Join the Annunciation Cathedral Dance
Program on Sunday, January 25 for Godparents Sunday and our FDF Preview Luncheon.
Godparents and godchildren are invited to attend Divine Liturgy and receive Holy Communion
together, reaffirming their spiritual bond in Christ. Tickets will be sold after church today and
online at www.annunciation.org/god-parents-day. Raffle tickets will also be available for
purchase to support Bay Area Greek Dance ministries in collaboration with our neighboring
parishes.

Blessing of the Waters 2026: The annual Blessing of the Waters, sponsored by the United
Hellenic American Societies of California, will take place on January 11, 2026 at Aquatic Park.
This beautiful Epiphany tradition commemorates the Baptism of our Lord and the
sanctification of all creation. Clergy and faithful from across the Bay Area are invited to
participate in this meaningful and time-honored -celebration. Details are available at
www.uhasca.org.


https://annunciation.org/match
https://onrealm.org/AnnunciationSF/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=MDAxODdjNDktNGNiYy00YzRmLWEyMjEtYjNiMjAxNjE5ZDlk
https://www.uhasca.org/

44th Annual Philoptochos Crab Feed: The Ladies Philoptochos presents its Annual Crab
Feed on Friday, January 30, 2026. Join us for an all-inclusive meal of Salad, Garlic Bread,
Wine, Pasta, Crab, and Dessert. Early bird pricing is available through December 31st:
$90/adult and $45/child 12 and under. Visit our table in the hall after Liturgy to reserve your
tickets or purchase your tickets online at www.annunciation.org/crab-feed. Contact Maria
Manetas at crabfeed@annunciation.org for more details.

House Blessings: Following the Great Feast of Theophany on January 6, Father
Constantinos will offer the traditional blessing of homes with Holy Water. Through this pastoral
visit, we pray that God will grant peace, health, protection, and a renewal of His grace in the
New Year. All homes and apartments are welcome. To schedule your house blessing, please
contact Niko Makarios at niko.makarios@annunciation.org.

Community Kitchen: Let us come together to prepare, serve, and share a hot meal with
those in our neighborhood. The next gathering of Community Kitchen will be on Tuesday
January 20th. If you would Ilike to volunteer, please sign up at
www.annunciation.org/ck-signup. To support this important ministry by making a financial
donation, please visit www.annunciation.org/ck-donate

Men's Fellowship: Please join us for our next Men’s Fellowship gathering on Thursday,
January 15, 2026. Social hour begins at 6:30 PM, dinner and program follow at 7:00 PM.
These meetings provide an excellent opportunity for us to reconnect with our friends, our
community, and our faith. If you plan to attend our next gathering, please email Jim Rakos at
jim.rakos@annunciation.org to RSVP.

An Invitation To Host Coffee Hour: As part of our revitalized coffee hour program, we’re
calling on all ministries, organizations, and our parishioners (individually or in teams!) to sign
up to host one or more coffee hours throughout the year. We’'ll supply the coffee/ cream/
sugar, tablecloths, napkins, utensils — and you supply the goodies (pastries, donuts, bagels,
small sandwiches, fruit/ vegetable/ cheese platters or other similar items). We are currently
seeking hosts for Sunday, December 28, please reach out to Irene Melitas
(irene.melitas@annunciation.org, or 925.212.8561) to sign-up and learn more.



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd9wpuZNHod3dlsUtBYjH0Vaz57hbyDLhrw2oJ36Oi8FSeY9Q/viewform
mailto:niko.makarios@annunciation.org
https://www.annunciation.org/ck-signup
https://www.annunciation.org/ck-donate

Digital Chant Stand for Today’s Services:




	Hymns of the Day - Υμνολογία 
	Gospel and Epistle - Αναγνώσματα  
	Epistle Readings 
	Gospel Readings 

	Saints and Feasts - Εορτές 
	Wisdom of the Fathers - Σοφία των Πατέρων 
	Announcements - Ανακοινώσεις 

