ANNUNCIATION CATHEDRAL
—— SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA ——

Sunday Bulletin — December 28, 2025

Hymns of the Day - YuvoAoyia

Resurrectional Apolytikion in the 4th Tone

Having learned the joyful proclamation of the Resurrection from the Angel, and having cast off
the ancestral condemnation, the women disciples of the Lord spake to the Apostles exultantly:
Death is despoiled and Christ God is risen, granting great mercy to the world.

To paidpov THi¢ AvaoTaoews KNpuyua, €k To0 AyyéAou paBoldoal ai Tod Kupiou MaBnTpial, kai
TAV TTPOYOVIKAV ATTOQaCIV atroppiyacal, Toig ATTOOTOAOIG Kauxwueval EAeyov' 'EokUAeuTal O
Bavatog, NyEpOn Xp1otdg 6 Oedg, dWPOUNEVOS T KOTHW TO Héya EAEOC.

Apolytikion for Afterfeast of the Nativity in the 4th Tone

Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, hath shined the light of knowledge upon the world; for thereby
they that worshipped the stars were instructed by a star to worship Thee, the Sun of
Righteousness, and to know Thee, the Dayspring from on high. O Lord, glory be to Thee.

'H yévvnaoic oou XpIoTeé 0 OdC NUWV, AVETEIAE TW KOOUW, TO QWS TO TAG YVWOEWS, &V aUTi
yap oi Toi¢ AoTpoIC AaTpelovTEG, UTTO AoTEPOG €D010A0KOVTO, G€ TTPOOKUVEIV, TOV "HAlov TG
dikalooUvng, Kai g€ yIVWOoKEIV € Upoucg avaTtoArv, Kupie d6&a ooi.

Apolytikion for Sun. after Nativity in the 2nd Tone

O Joseph, proclaim the wonders to David, the ancestor of God. Thou hast seen a Virgin great
with child; thou hast given glory with the shepherds; thou hast worshipped with the Magi; and
thou hast been instructed through an Angel. Entreat Christ God to save our souls.

EvayyeAidou lwone, O Aauid & Balpata 1) Ocotdropr Mapbévov €ideC KUoPopATATAY,
heETA Maywv TTpoaeklvnaoag, petd Moiyévwy €6o0oAdynoag, d1' AyyéAou xpnuaTioBeic. TkéTeue
XpIoTdV TOV OedV, owbfijval TAg Yuxag ANV.



Apolytikion for the Church Annunciation in the 4th Tone

Today is the summary of our salvation, and the revelation of the age-old mystery. For the Son
of God becomes the Son of the Virgin, and Gabriel announces the good news of grace.
Therefore, let us join him, and cry aloud to the Theotokos: "Rejoice, Maiden full of grace,! the
Lord is with you."

2NMEPOV TNG OCWTNPIAG NUWYV TO KEPAAQIOV, KAl TOU OTT'AIWVOG JUOTNPIOU N pavEPWOIGS, O YI10G
Tou @¢ou, Y16¢ TnG MapBevou yivetal, kal MFappinA Tnv xapiv euayyeAidetal. Aid Kal nuUEic ouv
QuTw TN OcoToKW Poriowpev: Xaipe Kexapitwuévn, o Kupiog petd oou.

Seasonal Kontakion in the 3rd Tone

On this day the Virgin beareth the Transcendent in essence; * to the Unapproachable, * the
earth doth offer a small cave; * Angels join in choir with shepherds * in giving glory; * with a
star the Magi travel upon their journey; * for our sakes is born a young Child, * He that existed
* before the ages as God.

'H MapBévog oAuepov, TOV UTTEpoUTIoV TIKTEL, Kai 1 YA 1O ZTAAaiov, T ATTPOCITW TTPOCAYEI.
"Ayyelol peta lMoiyévwv dofohoyoldol. Mayor 8¢ petd aoTtépog odoitropolal. &' NUAg yap
eyevvAOn, Maidiov véov, 0 TTPO aiwvwy OedE.

Gospel and Epistle - Avayvwouata

Epistle Readings

Prokeimenon. 4th Tone. Psalm 67.35,26.
God is wonderful among his saints.
Verse: Bless God in the congregations.

The reading is from St. Paul's Letter to the Galatians 1:11-19.

Brethren, | would have you know that the gospel which was preached by me is not man's
gospel. For | did not receive it from man, nor was | taught it, but it came through a revelation
of Jesus Christ. For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how | persecuted the church
of God violently and tried to destroy it; and | advanced in Judaism beyond many of my own
age among my people, so extremely zealous was | for the traditions of my fathers. But when
he who had set me apart before | was born, and had called me through his grace, was
pleased to reveal his Son to me, in order that | might preach him among the Gentiles, | did not
confer with flesh and blood, nor did | go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before
me, but | went away into Arabia; and again | returned to Damascus. Then after three years |
went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas, and remained with him fifteen days. But | saw none of
the other apostles except James the Lord's brother.



Mpokeipevov. 4th Tone. WAAMOI 67.35,26.
OaupaocTog 6 Oedg év TOIC Ayiolg auTod.
2Tix. 'Ev 'EKKAnGiaig eUAoyEiTE TOV O€Ov.

TO Avayvwopua MNpoég MNaAdrag 1:11-19.

AdeAoi, yvwpilw O& Upiv, adeA@oi, TO guayyéAlov TO elayyeAIoBEv UTT €uol, OTI OUK ECTIV
Kot avBpwtrov. OUdE yap £yw TTapd avBpwTtrou TrapéAafov autd, oUte £010ax0OnNv, GAAG OF
atrokaAUWewe ‘Incod XploTtol. 'HkoloaTte yap THV EUNV AvaoTpo@Av TToTe £V T louddiou®,
OTI KaB’ UTTEPPROANV £diwkov TRV ékkAnaiav ToU B0, kai ETTOPOoUV aUTHAV: Kai TIPOEKOTITOV £V
TQ ‘louddiou® UTTEP TTOAAOUG CUVNAIKIWTAG €V TW YEVEI JoU, TTEPICTOTEPWS CNAWTAC UTTAPXWV
TV TTATPIKQWV Pou TTapaddccwyv. ‘OTe 6& eUdOKNTEV 0 BOC O APOoPIcAG PE €K KOIAIAG uNTPOS
hou Kai KaAéaag d1a TAG XApITog auTold, atmokaAuwyal TOV uidv auTol Ev €oi iva evayyeAidwual
auTOV &€V TOIC £Bvealv, €UBEwG oU TrpocaveBéunv oapki Kai aigaTt: oudé aviABov eig
TepoodAupa TTPOG TOUG TPO €Pol amooToAoug, aAAa amfiABov e€ic Apafiav, kai TTaAIV
utréoTpeya €i¢ Aapaokov. "Etteita yeta £1n Tpia avijABov eic lepocdAuua ioTopfical MéTpov,
kol émmépeiva TTPOC alToOV AEPAC dekattévie. “Erepov &8¢ TV ATTOOTOAWY OUK €idoV, € pA
TakwpBov TOV adeA@ov 1ol Kupiou.

Gospel Readings
Sunday after Nativity
Matthew 2:13-23

When the wise men departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream
and said, "Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there till | tell you;
for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him." And he rose and took the child and
his mother by night, and departed to Egypt, and remained there until the death of Herod. This
was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, "Out of Egypt have | called my son."

Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, was in a furious rage,
and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two
years old or under, according to the time which he had ascertained from the wise men. Then
was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: "A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing
and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, because
they were no more." But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream
to Joseph in Egypt, saying, "Rise, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel,
for those who sought the child's life are dead." And he rose and took the child and his mother,
and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaos reigned over Judea in place
of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to
the district of Galilee. And he went and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that what was spoken
by the prophets might be fulfilled, "He shall be called a Nazarene."



Katd MaTtBaiov 2:13-23

"Avaxwpnodviwyv 6¢ auTt®v idou ayyehog Kupiou @aivetal kot Ovap T lwone Aéywv:
EyepBeic TapaAaBe 1O Traidiov kai THV puNTépa auTol Kai geldye €ic AiyuTrtov, Kai 1001 EKeT Ewg
av €imw ool PéNAel yap ‘Hpwdng dnteiv 10 mraidiov 100 ammoAécal autd. 'O O¢ €yepbeig
TTapéAaBe 1O TTaudiov kai TAV PNTépa autol VUKTOC Kai Gvexwpnoev eic Alyutrtov, kai AV kel
Ewg TAG TeAeutAc "Hpwdou, iva TANpwOfi 10 pnBev UTTO ToU Kupiou &1 T00 TTPOPATOU
Aéyovtog™ €€ AiyumrTou ékGAeca TOV Uidv pou. Tote "‘Hpwdng idwv o1 évettaixBn Utro TV
haywyv, €6upwBn Aiav, kai atrooTeihag Aveile TTAVTAG TOUC TTAIdAG TOUG £v BNOAeEY Kai v TTAOI
TOIC OpioIG aUTAG aTTd dIETOUC KAl KATWTEPW, KATA TOV XPOVOV OV NKPIBwoEe TTapd TV haywv.
TOTE ETTANPWON TO PNBEV UTTO ‘lepepiou To0 TTpO@PATOU AéyovTog Qwvr €v 'Paud nkouoOn,
Opfvog Kai KAQUOPOC Kai 0dupPOC TTOAUC "PaxnA kAaiouoa Ta Tékva auTAg, Kai OUK fBeAe
TTapakAnBivai, 61 oUk eigiv. TeAeutAoavTtog 6¢ 100 "Hpwdou idou dyyeAog Kupiou kat’ Ovap
Qaivetal T lwone &v AiyUTITwAéywv: EyepBeic TTapaAaBe TO Traidiov Kai TRV unTépa auTol Kai
TTopevou €ig yAv ‘lopanA: TeBvAkaaol yap oi {nTolvteg TRV Wuxnv 100 TTaidiou. 0 O¢ £yepBeic
TapéAape 1O Traidiov kai TAV pnTépa altol Kai AABev eic yAv ‘lopanA. akouocac 8¢ OTi
"Apxéhaog BaaoiAevel €mi TAC ‘loudaiag avti ‘Hpwdou 10U TaTPOG aUTol, £9oBR6n €Kel
atreABeiv. XpnuaTioBeic 8¢ kat Ovap avexwpnoev eic 10 pépn TASC MaAldaiag, kai EABwvV
KaTwkNoev €i¢ TTOAIV Aeyouévnv Nadlapét, OTTwg TTANPWOR 1O pNB&v did TWV TTpoPNTOV OTI
Nadwpdaiog kKAnBrnoetai.

Saints and Feasts - EopTég

Sunday after Nativity

On the Sunday that falls on or immediately after the twenty-sixth of this month, we make
commemoration of Saints Joseph, the Betrothed of the Virgin; David, the Prophet and King;
and James, the Brother of God. When there is no Sunday within this period, we celebrate this
commemoration on the 26th.

Saint Joseph (whose name means "one who increases") was the son of Jacob, and the
son-in-law - and hence, as it were, the son - of Eli (who was also called Eliakim or Joachim),
who was the father of Mary the Virgin (Matt. 1:16; Luke 3:23). He was of the tribe of Judah, of
the family of David, an inhabitant of Nazareth, a carpenter by Trade, and advanced in age
when, by God's good will, he was betrothed to the Virgin, that he might minister to the great
mystery of God's dispensation in the flesh by protecting her, providing for her, and being
known as her husband so that she, being a virgin, would not suffer reproach when she was
found to be with child. Joseph had been married before his betrothal to our Lady; they who
are called Jesus' "brethren and sisters" (Matt. 13:55-56) are the children of Joseph by his first



marriage. From Scripture, we know that Saint Joseph lived at least until the Twelfth year after
the birth of Christ (Luke 2:41-52); according to the tradition of the Fathers, he reposed before
the beginning of the public ministry of Christ.

The child of God and ancestor of God, David, the great Prophet after Moses, sprang from the
tribe of Judah. He was the son of Jesse, and was born in Bethlehem (whence it is called the
City of David), in the year 1085 before Christ. While yet a youth, at the command of God he
was anointed secretly by the Prophet Samuel to be the second King of the Israelites, while
Saul - who had already been deprived of divine grace - was yet living. In the thirtieth year of
his life, when Saul had been slain in battle, David was raised to the dignity of King, first, by his
own tribe, and then by all the Israelite people, and he reigned for forty years. Having lived
seventy years, he reposed in 1015 before Christ, having proclaimed beforehand that his son
Solomon was to be the successor to the throne.

The sacred history has recorded not only the grace of the Spirit that dwelt in him from his
youth, his heroic exploits in war, and his great piety towards God, but also his transgressions
and failings as a man. Yet his repentance was greater than his transgresssions, and his love
for God fervent and exemplary; so highly did God honour this man, that when his son
Solomon sinned, the Lord told him that He would not rend the kingdom in his lifetime "for
David thy father's sake" (lll Kings 12:12). Of The Kings of Israel, Jesus the Son of Sirach
testifies, "All, except David and Hezekias and Josias, were defective" (Ecclus. 49:4). The
name David means "beloved."

His melodious Psalter is the foundation of all the services of the Church; there is not one
service that is not filled with Psalms and psalmic verses. It was the means whereby old Israel
praised God, and was used by the Apostles and the Lord Himself. It is so imbued with the
spirit of prayer that the monastic fathers of all ages have used it as their trainer and teacher
for their inner life of converse with God. Besides eloquently portraying every state and
emotion of the soul before her Maker, the Psalter is filled with prophecies of the coming of
Christ. It foretells His Incarnation, "He bowed the heavens and came down" (Psalm 17:9), His
Baptism in the Jordan, "The waters saw Thee, O God, The waters saw Thee and were afraid"
(76:15), His Crucifixion in its details, "They have pierced My hands and My feet .... They have
parted My garments amongst themselves, and for My vesture have they cast lots" (21:16, 18).
"For My thirst they gave Me vinegar to drink" (68:26), His descent into Hades, "For Thou wilt
not abandon My soul in Hades, nor wilt Thou suffer Thy Holy One to see corruption” (15:10)
and Resurrection, "Let God arise and let His enemies be scattered" (67:1). His Ascension,
"God is gone up in jubilation" (46:5), and so forth.



Wisdom of the Fathers - Zo@ia Twv MNMatépwyv

Nathanael too enters, saying, "Can there any good thing come out of Nazareth?" ...
Nevertheless, He is not ashamed to be named even from thence, signifying that He needs not
ought of the things of men; and His disciples also He chooses out of Galilee. St. John
Chrysostom

Announcements - AVOKOIVWOEIG

Services This Week: Thursday, January 1st, Liturgy of Saint Basil (Orthros 9:00 AM, Divine
Liturgy 10:00 AM); Saturday, January 3rd (Holy Confessions 3:00 PM, Great Vespers 4:00
PM).

Building Fund Match Challenge: Through the generosity of a faithful donor family, the
Cathedral has received a $100,000 Building Fund Match, and we are now very close to fully
unlocking this gift. Every dollar given is matched dollar-for-dollar. In these final days of the
year, we invite you to help us meet and exceed the match, strengthening our Cathedral for
generations to come. Donations may be made at www.annunciation.org/match or by mailing a
check to the Cathedral.

Holiday Food Drive for SF-Marin Food Bank: We are collecting shelf-stable food donations
to support the SF-Marin Food Bank through January 3. A donation bin will be available at the
Cathedral. Most needed items include canned proteins with pop-top lids, low-sodium soups,
chili or stews, nut butters, pasta, rice, and low-sugar cereals. Thank you for helping support
families in our local community during the holiday season.

Stewardship: Our 2026 Stewardship journey has begun, and we invite every parishioner to
prayerfully offer their time, talents, and treasure in support of Annunciation Cathedral.
Stewardship packets have been mailed and include ministry listings, FAQs, suggested
offerings, and commitment cards. These pledges help the Parish Council plan our budget and
guide future ministry discussions. We kindly ask that commitments be submitted by January
31, 2026. A new year brings great hope and joy as our Cathedral continues to grow!

Godparents Sunday & FDF Preview Luncheon: Join the Annunciation Cathedral Dance
Program on Sunday, January 25 for Godparents Sunday and our FDF Preview Luncheon.
Godparents and godchildren are invited to attend Divine Liturgy and receive Holy Communion
together, reaffirming their spiritual bond in Christ. Tickets will be sold after church today and
online at www.annunciation.org/god-parents-day. Raffle tickets will also be available for
purchase to support Bay Area Greek Dance ministries in collaboration with our neighboring
parishes.


http://www.annunciation.org/match
https://onrealm.org/AnnunciationSF/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=MDAxODdjNDktNGNiYy00YzRmLWEyMjEtYjNiMjAxNjE5ZDlk

Blessing of the Waters 2026: The annual Blessing of the Waters, sponsored by the United
Hellenic American Societies of California, will take place on January 11, 2026 at Aquatic Park.
This beautiful Epiphany tradition commemorates the Baptism of our Lord and the
sanctification of all creation. Clergy and faithful from across the Bay Area are invited to
participate in this meaningful and time-honored celebration. Details are available at
www.uhasca.org.

Men's Fellowship: Please join us for our next Men’s Fellowship gathering on Thursday,
January 15, 2026. Social hour begins at 6:30 PM, dinner and program follow at 7:00 PM.
These meetings provide an excellent opportunity for us to reconnect with our friends, our
community, and our faith. If you plan to attend our next gathering, please email Jim Rakos at
jim.rakos@annunciation.org to RSVP.

44th Annual Philoptochos Crab Feed: The Ladies Philoptochos presents its Annual Crab
Feed on Friday, January 30, 2026. Join us for an all-inclusive meal of Salad, Garlic Bread,
Wine, Pasta, Crab, and Dessert. Early bird pricing is available through December 31st:
$90/adult and $45/child 12 and under. Visit our table in the hall after Liturgy to reserve your
tickets or purchase your tickets online at www.annunciation.org/crab-feed. Contact Maria
Manetas at crabfeed@annunciation.org for more details.

House Blessings: Following the Great Feast of Theophany on January 6, Father
Constantinos will offer the traditional blessing of homes with Holy Water. Through this pastoral
visit, we pray that God will grant peace, health, protection, and a renewal of His grace in the
New Year. All homes and apartments are welcome. To schedule your house blessing, please
contact Niko Makarios at niko.makarios@annunciation.org.

Community Kitchen: Let us come together to prepare, serve, and share a hot meal with
those in our neighborhood. The next gathering of Community Kitchen will be on Tuesday
January 20th. If you would Ilike to volunteer, please sign up at
www.annunciation.org/ck-signup. To support this important ministry by making a financial
donation, please visit www.annunciation.org/ck-donate

An Invitation To Host Coffee Hour: As part of our revitalized coffee hour program, we’re
calling on all ministries, organizations, and our parishioners (individually or in teams!) to host
one or more coffee hours throughout the year. We'll supply the coffee/ cream/ sugar,
tablecloths, napkins, utensils — and you supply the goodies (pastries, donuts, bagels, small
sandwiches, fruit/ vegetable/ cheese platters or other similar items). Please reach out to Irene
Melitas (irene.melitas@annunciation.org, or 925.212.8561) to sign-up and learn more.


https://www.uhasca.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd9wpuZNHod3dlsUtBYjH0Vaz57hbyDLhrw2oJ36Oi8FSeY9Q/viewform
https://www.annunciation.org/ck-signup
https://www.annunciation.org/ck-donate

Digital Chant Stand for Today’s Services:
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