ANNUNCIATION CATHEDRAL
—— SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA ——

Sunday Bulletin — January 4, 2026

Hymns of the Day - YuvoAoyia

Resurrectional Apolytikion in the Plagal 1st Tone

Let us worship the Word, O ye faithful, praising Him that with the Father and the Spirit is
co-beginningless God, Who was born of a pure Virgin that we all be saved; for He was
pleased to mount the Cross in the flesh that He assumed, accepting thus to endure death.
And by His glorious rising, He also willed to resurrect the dead.

Tov ouvavapyov Adyov Matpi kai MNvedparTi, TOv ék MNapBévou TexBEVTA €ic ocwTnpiav AUQV,
AVUPVACWMEV TTIOTOI Kai TTPOCKUVAOWUEY, OTI NUOOKNOE oapki, AveABelv €v T OTAUP®, Kai
Bavartov UtTouEgival, Kai £y€ipal TOUG TEBvewTag, v Tf £vOOEw AvaoTaoel auTod.

Apolytikion for Forefeast of Theophany in the 4th Tone

Be thou ready, Zabulon; prepare thyself, O Nephthalim. River Jordan, stay thy course and skip
for gladness to receive the Sovereign Master, Who cometh now to be baptized. O Adam, be
thou glad with our first mother, Eve; hide not as ye did of old in Paradise. Seeing you naked,
He hath appeared now to clothe you in the first robe again. Christ hath appeared, for He truly
willeth to renew all creation.

‘Etoiualou ZaBouAQyv, kai eutpettiCou Ne@BaAeiy. lopdavn mmotaué, oAbl UTTedeEal OKIPTMV,
100 BaTmioBfijval épxopevov 1OV AeoTroTnv. AyadAAou 6 Addu cuv T MpounRTopl, YN KPUTTTETE
£autolg, wg év Mapadeiow TO TIpiv, KAl yap YUUVOUG idwv UPAG ETTépavey, iva évolon Thv
TTPWTNV GTOAAV, XPIOTOG £@Avn, THv TTacav KTiglv, BEAwv avakaivioal.

Apolytikion for the Church Annunciation in the 4th Tone

Today is the summary of our salvation, and the revelation of the age-old mystery. For the Son
of God becomes the Son of the Virgin, and Gabriel announces the good news of grace.
Therefore, let us join him, and cry aloud to the Theotokos: "Rejoice, Maiden full of grace,! the
Lord is with you."



2AMEPOV TNG OWTNPIOG NUNWYV TO KEPAAQIOV, KAl TOU OTT'AIWVOG JUOTNPIOU N pavEPWOIGS, 0 YI10G
ToUu O¢oU, Y16¢ TnG Mapbévou yiveral, kal MFaBpiA Tnv Xdpiv euayyeAidetal. Aid kai nueic ouv
auTw TN @eoTOKW Borowpev: Xaipe Kexapitwuévn, o Kuplog YeTd oou.

Seasonal Kontakion in the 4th Tone
In the running waters of the Jordan River, on this day the Lord of all crieth to John: Be not
afraid and hesitate not to baptize Me, for | am come to save Adam, the first-formed man.

‘Ev 10i¢ peiBpoic anpepov 100 lopdhvou, yeyovg 0 Kipiog, T lwavvn ékBod. Mn deihidong
BaTtrtioal pyg, c@oal yap KW, ASAU TOV TIPWTOTTAQGTOV.

Gospel and Epistle - Avayvwouara

Epistle Readings

Prokeimenon. Plagal 2nd Tone. Psalm 27.9,1.
O Lord, save your people and bless your inheritance.
Verse: To you, O Lord, | have cried, O my God.

The reading is from St. Paul's Second Letter to Timothy 4:5-8.

Timothy, my son, always be steady, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfil your
ministry.

For | am already on the point of being sacrificed; the time of my departure has come. | have
fought the good fight, | have finished the race, | have kept the faith. Henceforth there is laid up
for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on
that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing.

Mpokeipevov. Plagal 2nd Tone. WYAAMOI 27.9,1.
2 oov, Kupie TOV Aadv oou Kai eUAGynaov TRV KAnpovouiav gou.
2Tix. Mpdg o€, Kupie, kekpd&oual 6 @e6¢ Jovu.

TO Avayvwopua MNpog Tipéleov B' 4:5-8.

Tékvov Tiu6Oee, vijpe €v TTACIV, KOKOTTABNOoOV, £€pyov TToinoov suayyeAioTod, TAV diakoviav
oou TTAnpo@dépnoov. Eyw yap Adn omévdoual, Kai 0 Kaipog TAG EURG AvaAUOEWS EPETTNKEV.
Tov ay@va TOV KAAOV NYWVICUal, TOV OpOUOV TETEAEKQ, TRV TTIOTIV TETAPNKA- AOITTOV, ATTOKEITAI
hol 6 TA¢ OIkalooUvng aTéEPavog, OV ATTodwaEl hol O KUPIOG &v ékeivn TH AMEPQ, O Oikalog
KPITAG: oU pévov &€ £uoi, AAAG Kai TTAaIv TOIC AyaTTNKOaIV TAV ETIQAveiav auTod.



Gospel Readings
Sunday before Epiphany

Mark 1:1-8

The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the prophets,
'Behold, | send my messenger before your face, who shall prepare your way; the voice of one
crying in the wilderness: prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight." John was
baptizing in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.
And there went out to him all the country of Judea, and all the people of Jerusalem; and they
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with
camel's hair, and had a leather girdle around his waist, and ate locusts and wild honey. And
he preached, saying, "After me comes he who is mightier than I, the thong of whose sandals |
am not worthy to stoop down and untie. | have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit."

Kara Mapkov 1:1-8

"Apxn 100 guayyehiou ‘Incol XpioTod, uiol 1ol ©col. "Q¢ yéypatrTal &v TOIG TTPOPATAIS, iIO0U
Eyw ATTOOTEAAW TOV AyyeAOV PoOu TIPO TTPOCWTIOU OOU, OC KATOOKEUAOEl TRV 00OV Oou
EUTTPOCOBEV oou” pwvnh BoWvTog £V TH EpANW, ETolndoaTe TV 000V Kupiou, 0B¢iag TTolgiTe TAG
TpiBouc alTod, éyéveto ‘lwavvng BatTidwy &V TH €pANW Kai KNPUOoWV BATITIOUA PJETAVOIOGC EiC
apeoiv auapTiv. Kai £¢ettopeleTo TTPOG auTov Trdioa N ‘loudaia xwpa Kai oi ‘lepogoAuyiral,
Kai €BamTifovio TTavTeg €v T ‘lopdavn ToTau® Ut altold €EopoAoyoluevol TAG AuapTiog
auT@V. "Hv 8¢ 6 lwavvng vaedupévog TPIXAS KapnAou kai {wvnv depuaTivny TIEPI TAV OOPUV
auToU, kai £0Biwv akpidag kai hEAI ayplov. Kai ekfpuaoe Aéywv' EPXETAl O ioXUPOTEPOG HUOU
OTTiow pou, oU oUk il ikavog kowag Adoar 1OV ipdvia TV UTTodNPATWY aUTol" €yQ pEv
ERaTTIoa UPAG €v UdaTI, auTdg &€ BaTrTtioel UPAG £v MveupaT "Ayiw.

Saints and Feasts - EopTtég

Synaxis of the 70 Apostles

The Seventy Disciples and Apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ are those Whom our Saviour
chose in addition to the Twelve and sent forth unto the work of preaching. With the passage of
time, others were added to their number by the Holy Apostles, who, with the accompaniment
and assistance of the Seventy, were preaching the Gospel of Christ in various lands. Although
their number eventually exceeded seventy, they were all nonetheless referred to as "of the
Seventy" out of reverence for the number of Apostles which the Lord chose.



The divine Apostle and Evangelist Luke describes the calling and the sending forth of the
Seventy as follows in his Holy Gospel (Luke 10:1-16): "After these things the Lord appointed
another seventy disciples, and sent them two and two before His face into every city and
place, whither He Himself would come. Therefore said He unto them, the harvest is great, but
the labourers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that He send forth labourers
into His harvest. Go then: behold, | send you forth as lambs in the midst of wolves. Carry
neither purse, nor bag, nor sandals: and greet no man on the way. And into whatsoever house
ye enter first say, Peace be on this house. And if the son of peace be there, your peace shall
rest upon it; if not, it shall turn to you again. And in the same house remain, eating and
drinking such things as they give: for the labourer is worthy of his hire. Go not from house to
house. And into whatsoever city you enter, and they receive you, eat such things as are set
before you; And heal the sick that are therein, and say unto them, The Kingdom of God is
come nigh unto you. But into whatsoever city ye enter, and they receive you not, go your ways
out into the streets of the same, and say, Even the very dust of your city, which cleaveeth on
us, we do wipe off against you: notwithstanding know ye this, that the Kingdom of God is
come nigh unto you. But | say unto you, that it shall be more tolerable in that day for Sodom,
than for that city. Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works
had been done in Tyre and Sidon, which have been done in you, they had a great while ago
repented, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. But it shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at
the judgment, than for you. And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted to heaven, shalt be
brought down to hades. He that heareth you heareth Me; and he that despiseth you despiseth
Me; and he that despiseth Me despiseth Him that sent Me."

After the Passion, Resurrection, and Ascension of our Lord, and after Pentecost, on which all
the Apostles and men and women disciples of Christ, together with the Most Holy Theotokos
(some 120 in number), were gathered in the upper chamber, they received the grace of the
All-holy Spirit and went forth throughout the ends of the world, everywhere preaching and
teaching the Gospel of Christ, and leading to the true Faith the peoples who were sunk in the
darkness of impiety and idolatry.

Wisdom of the Fathers - 2o@ia Twv lNMarépwyv

Repentance is the renewal of baptism and is a contract with God for a fresh start in life.
-St. John Climacus

It was for that reason that Joshua, son of Nun, removed his sandals (Cf. Jos. 5:15), in order
that he also could preserve the gift of so great a function for Him who was to come. It is for
that reason that John says, 'A man is coming after me, the strap of whose sandal | am not
worthy to loose,’

-St. Ambrose of Milan



Announcements - AVOKOIVWOEIG

Memorial Service: Today’s Memorial Service is being offered for the repose of the soul of
John Eliopoulos (5 years). Aiwvia n pyvun! May his memory be eternal.

Vasilopita Brunch: Join us after services today for a complimentary buffet brunch and
Vasilopta hosted by the Annunciation Cathedral. Desserts are being hosted by the family of
John Eliopoulos in loving memory.

Services This Week: Tuesday, January 6th: Feast of the Theophany, Blessing of the Waters
(Orthros 9:00 AM, Blessing of the Waters 10:00 AM, Divine Liturgy 10:30 AM); Wednesday,
January 7th: Synaxis of John the Baptist (Divine Liturgy 6:00 PM); Saturday, January 10th:
(Holy Confessions 3:00 PM, Great Vespers 4:00 PM).

Philoptochos Membership Month: Help us kick off Philoptochos Membership Month! Join us
following services on January 11th for a "Mimosas and Mocktails" social. Come learn how
your membership supports our many vital ministries and makes a difference in our community.
Whether you are renewing or joining for the first time, we look forward to your fellowship and
support. Together, we can do great things!

Stewardship: Our 2026 Stewardship journey has begun, and we invite every parishioner to
prayerfully offer their time, talents, and treasure in support of Annunciation Cathedral.
Stewardship packets have been mailed and include ministry listings, FAQs, suggested
offerings, and commitment cards. These pledges help the Parish Council plan our budget and
guide future ministry discussions. We kindly ask that commitments be submitted by January
31, 2026. A new year brings great hope and joy as our Cathedral continues to grow!

Blessing of the Waters 2026: The annual Blessing of the Waters, sponsored by the United
Hellenic American Societies of California, will take place on January 11, 2026 at Aquatic Park.
This beautiful Epiphany tradition commemorates the Baptism of our Lord and the
sanctification of all creation. Clergy and faithful from across the Bay Area are invited to
participate in this meaningful and time-honored celebration. Details are available at
www.uhasca.org.

Men's Fellowship: Please join us for our next Men’s Fellowship gathering on Thursday,
January 15, 2026. Social hour begins at 6:30 PM, dinner and program follow at 7:00 PM.
These meetings provide an excellent opportunity for us to reconnect with our friends, our
community, and our faith. If you plan to attend our next gathering, please email Jim Rakos at
jim.rakos@annunciation.org to RSVP.

Continued to next page


https://www.uhasca.org/

Godparents Sunday & FDF Preview Luncheon: Join the Annunciation Cathedral Dance
Program on Sunday, January 25 for Godparents Sunday and our FDF Preview Luncheon.
Godparents and godchildren are invited to attend Divine Liturgy and receive Holy Communion
together, reaffirming their spiritual bond in Christ. Tickets will be sold after church today and
online at www.annunciation.org/god-parents-day. Raffle tickets will also be available for
purchase to support Bay Area Greek Dance ministries in collaboration with our neighboring
parishes.

44th Annual Philoptochos Crab Feed: The Ladies Philoptochos presents its Annual Crab
Feed on Friday, January 30, 2026. Join us for an all-inclusive meal of Salad, Garlic Bread,
Wine, Pasta, Crab, and Dessert. Visit our table in the hall after Liturgy to reserve your tickets
or purchase your tickets online at www.annunciation.org/crab-feed. Contact Maria Manetas at
crabfeed@annunciation.org for more details.

Community Kitchen: Let us come together to prepare, serve, and share a hot meal with
those in our neighborhood. The next gathering of Community Kitchen will be on January 20. If
you would like to volunteer, please sign up at www.annunciation.org/ck-signup. If you would
like to support this important ministry, please consider making a financial donation at
www.annunciation.org/ck-donate

House Blessings: Following the Great Feast of Theophany on January 6, Father
Constantinos will offer the traditional blessing of homes with Holy Water. Through this pastoral
visit, we pray that God will grant peace, health, protection, and a renewal of His grace in the
New Year. All homes and apartments are welcome. To schedule your house blessing, please
contact Niko Makarios at niko.makarios@annunciation.org.

An Invitation To Host Coffee Hour: As part of our revitalized coffee hour program, we’re
calling on all ministries, organizations, and our parishioners (individually or in teams!) to host
one or more coffee hours throughout the year. We'll supply the coffee/ cream/ sugar,
tablecloths, napkins, utensils — and you supply the goodies (pastries, donuts, bagels, small
sandwiches, fruit/ vegetable/ cheese platters or other similar items). Please reach out to Irene
Melitas (irene.melitas@annunciation.org, or 925.212.8561) to sign-up and learn more.



https://onrealm.org/AnnunciationSF/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=MDAxODdjNDktNGNiYy00YzRmLWEyMjEtYjNiMjAxNjE5ZDlk
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd9wpuZNHod3dlsUtBYjH0Vaz57hbyDLhrw2oJ36Oi8FSeY9Q/viewform
https://www.annunciation.org/ck-signup
https://www.annunciation.org/ck-donate

Chant Stand for Today’s Services:
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