ANNUNCIATION CATHEDRAL
—— SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA ——

Hymns of the Day

Apolytikion for Elevation of the Holy Cross in the 1st Tone

Save, O Lord, Thy people and bless Thine inheritance; grant Thou unto the faithful victory over adversaries.
And by the power of Thy Cross do Thou preserve Thy commonwealth.

2woov Kuopie tOov Aadv cou kai guAdynoov TAv kKAnpovopiav cou, vikag Toi¢ BaoiAeuor katd BapBdpwv
dwpoupevogs Kai 76 o6V QUAATTWY 8Id ToU ZTaupoU oou TTONITEUUA.

Apolytikion for the Church Annunciation in the 4th Tone

Today is the summary of our salvation, and the revelation of the age-old mystery. For the Son of God becomes
the Son of the Virgin, and Gabriel announces the good news of grace. Therefore, let us join him, and cry aloud
to the Theotokos: "Rejoice, Maiden full of grace,! the Lord is with you."

ZAMEPOV TNG CWTNPIAg NUWV To KEQAAQIOV, KAl TOU OTT'GIWVOG HUCTNPIOU N @avEéPwalg, o YIog Tou Otou, Yiog
NG MapBévou yiveral, kar FappiA Tnv xdpiv euayyeAiCetal. A6 Kal NPEIGC ouv auTw TN OcoTOKW BOACWHEV:
Xaipe Kexapitwuévn, o Kuplog YeTd oou.

Seasonal Kontakion in the 4th Tone

Lifted up on the Cross by Your free will, Christ God, grant mercies to the new commonwealth that bears Your
name. Gladden our faithful rulers by Your power, giving them victories over their adversaries. May Your alliance
be for them a weapon for peace, an invincible standard.

O uywBeic ev TW ZTAUPW EKOUCIWG, T ETTWVUPW OOU KAIvVA TTOAITEIA, TOUG OIKTIpMOUG aou dwpnaal, XpIoTE O
©¢dg, Evgppavov ev 1 duvduel oou, Toug TTIoTOUG BaaolAgic nuwy, vikag Xopnywy auToig, Katd Twv TTOAEUiwY,
TAV CUMPOXiav €xolev TRV Orv, OTTAOV €IpAVNG, ARTTATOV TPOTTAIOV.



Gospel and Epistle Readings

Epistle Readings

Prokeimenon. Grave Tone. Psalm 98.9,1.
Exalt the Lord our God.
Verse: The Lord reigns; let the people tremble.

The reading is from St. Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians 1:18-24.

Brethren, the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power
of God. For it is written, "l will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the cleverness of the clever | will thwart."
Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the
wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased
God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek
wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who are
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.

Mpokeipevov. Grave Tone. YAAMOI 98.9,1.
YwoiUTte Kupiov 1OV Oedv NPOV.
2Tix. 'O Kuplog éBaaileuaev, OpyIléabwaav Aaoi.

10 Avayvwopua NMpog KopivBioug a' 1:18-24.

AdeA@oi, 6 Adyog yap 6 To0 oTtaupol Toi¢ pév aTToAAUPEVOIG Hwpia €aTiv, Toig 8¢ owdlopévoig NIV duvapig B0l
¢oTiv. [éyparrtal yap, ATTOA® TRV goiav TV ooV, Kai TAV CUVEDIV TV CUVETWV GBeTACW. Mol coag; Mol
ypauuatelg; Mol oulntntng 100 aitvog TouTou; OUXi Epwpavev 6 Bedg TRV coiav ToU KO6ToUoU TouTou; ETTEIdn
yap év 1i cogia 100 Beol oUK Eyvw O KOouOG did TAG coiag TOV Bedv, eUdOKNOEV O BeOG dIa TAG Pwpiag Tod
KnpUypatog o®oal Toug maTtevovtag. 'Emeidn kai loudaiol onueiov aitodolv, kai “EAAnveg cogiav ¢nTolaoiv:
NUEIG 0& KnpUooouev XpIoTov éoTaupwpévoy, loudaiolg pév okavdalov, "EAANCIV O& pwpiav: alTtoi¢ d¢ ToIig
KANTOIG, ‘loudaioig Te Kai “EAANCIV, XpioTOV 60U duvapiv kai B0l cogiav.

Gospel Readings

The Elevation of the Venerable and Life-Giving Cross
John 19:6-11, 13-20, 25-28, 30

At that time, when the chief priests and the officers saw him, they cried out, "Crucify him, crucify him!" Pilate
said to them, "Take him yourselves and crucify him, for | find no crime in him." The Jews answered him, "We
have a law, and by that law he ought to die, because he has made himself the Son of God."

When Pilate heard these words, he was the more afraid; he entered the praetorium again and said to Jesus,
"Where are you from?" But Jesus gave no answer. Pilate therefore said to him, "You will not speak to me? Do
you not know that | have power to release you, and power to crucify you?" Jesus answered him, "You would
have no power over me unless it had been given you from above; therefore he who delivered me to you has
the greater sin." When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judgment seat at a
place called the Pavement, and in Hebrew, Gabbatha. Now it was the day of Preparation of the Passover; it



was about the sixth hour. He said to the Jews, "Behold your King!" They cried out, "Away with him, away with
him, crucify him!" Pilate said to them, "Shall | crucify your King?" The chief priests answered, "We have no king
but Caesar." Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus, and he went out, bearing
his own cross, to the place called the place of a skull, which is called in Hebrew Golgotha. There they crucified
him, and with him two others, one on either side, and Jesus between them. Pilate also wrote a title and put it
on the cross; it read, "Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews." Many of the Jews read this title, for the place
where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek.

But standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary
Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother, and the disciple whom he loved standing near, he said to his mother,
"Woman, behold your son!" Then he said to the disciple, "Behold your mother!" And from that hour the disciple
took her to his own home. Then when Jesus had received the vinegar, he said, "It is finished"; and he bowed
his head and gave up his spirit.

The Elevation of the Venerable and Life-Giving Cross
Katd lwavvnv 19:6-11, 13-20, 25-28, 30

T kap® €ékeivw, cupBouliov Emmoinocav oi ApXIEPEIC Kai oi UTNpéTal, ékpalyaoav AEyovTeG: oTAUPWOOV
oTaupwaoov auTov. Aéyel alToic 6 MIAGTog AGReTe AUTOV UMEIC KAi OTAUPWOATE" YW YAP OUX £UPIoKW €V aUTm
aitiav. aTrekpiOnoav auT® oi ‘louddior NUEG vouov Exoudev, Kai Katd TOV vopov AUQV 0@eilel atroBaveiv, 6T
€auTov Oeol uidv éTToinaev.

“Ote olv fikouoev 6 MIAGTOG TolTOV TOV AdYoV, AoV £QoBrOn, Kai eioAABEV €i¢ TO TTPAITWPIOV TIAAIV Kai Aéyel
16 'Incol: 1éBev €i oU; O 8¢ 'INCOTC ATTOKPICIV OUK EBWKEV aUT®. Aéyel o0V auT® & MIAGTOG époi o0 AQAEIC;
oUK 0idag 6T é€ouaiav Exw oTaup®oai o€ Kai éEouaiav Exw aroAloai og; aTekpidn 'Incolc oUk eixeg é€ouaiav
oUdepiav Kat' £pol, € uf AV ool dedopévov BvwBev: St TolTo 6 TTApPadIBouc pé ool peifova auaptiav Exel. O
oUv MA&To¢ akoloag TodTov TOV Adyov fyayev £€w TOv 'Incolv, kai ékaBioev £ ToU PBriuaTog eic TéTIOV
Aeyoduevov AiBooTpwrtov, £RpdioTi O¢ MaBRabdd"

Av 8¢ TTOPOOKEUR ToU TIAOXQ, Wpa OF Woel KT Kai Aéyel Toic 'loudaiolc” 5 & BaciAeUg UPGV. oi B¢
¢kpavyacav: Gpov Gpov, oTalpwoov aUTdv. Aéyel autoic 6 TMIAGTOg TOV BaciAéa UGV OTAUPWOW;
aTrekpiBnoav oi ApxIEPEIC OUK Exopev Baciéa €i pf Kaioapa. TéTe 00v TTapédwKEY auTOV auToiC iva oTaupwoi.
MapéhaBov d¢ 1OV 'Incolv kai fiyayov: kai BaoTtalwv TOV oTaupov autold ¢EAABeV €ic TOV Aeyduevov kpaviou
TOTIOV, OG AéyeTan €RpaioTi MoAyoBd, Otou alTtdv éoTaUpwaoav, Kai PeT’ aUTol GAAoug dUo évtelBev Kai
évTelBev, péoov O& TOV 'Incolv. Eypawe &8¢ kai TiTAov 6 MIAGTOC Kai €Onkev £ TOoU oTAUPOU™ AV O
veypappévov: ‘Incolc 6 Nalwpaiog 6 BaciAeUc TV ‘loudaiwy. ToiTov olv TOV TiTAov TToAAoI avéyvwaoav TV
"loudaiwy, 6T &yyUc AV TAC TOAews O TOTTOC BTToU £0TaupWwBn 6 ‘Incolc kai Av yeypaupévov 'ERpaioTi,
‘EAnvioTi, ‘PwpaiorTi.

Oi pév olv oTpami®@Tal TadTa émoincav. €ioTAKEIoav 8¢ Tapd T oTaup® Tol 'Incold A pATNP auUTol Kai A
adeAQR TS uNTPOS auTtod, Mapia ) Toi KAwTd kai Mapia i MaydaAnvr. 'Incolc olv idwv TAV unTépa Kai 1oV
HadNTAV TTaPeaTOTA BV AYATTa, Aéyel TH unNTpi alTol: yoval, ide 6 Uidg cou. eita Aéyel TM PadnTh: iBou f PATNP
oou. Kai am’ ékeivng TAg Wwpag EAaev O padbnTAC auThyv €ic Ta idIa. MeTd To0TO €idWG 6 'Incolc 611 TTavTa fdN
TeTéAeoTal, va TEAEIWOR 1) ypapn, Aéyerr diw®d. 61e olv EAaBe 10 6E0¢ 6 'Incolc eitre, TeETéAeaTal, KOI KAIVOG TRV
KEQAANV TTAPEDdWKE TO TTVETUQ.



Saints and Feasts

The Elevation of the Venerable and Life-Giving Cross
September 14

Saint Helen, the mother of Saint Constantine the Great, when she was already advanced in years, undertook,
in her great piety, the hardships of a journey to Jerusalem in search of the cross, about the year 325. A temple
to Aphrodite had been raised up by the Emperor Hadrian upon Golgotha, to defile and cover with oblivion the
place where the saving Passion had been suffered. The venerable Helen had the statue of Aphrodite
destroyed, and the earth removed, revealing the Tomb of our Lord, and three crosses. Of these, it was believed
that one must be that of our Lord, the other two of the thieves crucified with Him; but Saint Helen was at a loss
which one might be the Wood of our salvation. At the inspiration of Saint Macarius, Archbishop of Jerusalem, a
lady of Jerusalem, who was already at the point of death from a certain disease, was brought to touch the
crosses, and as soon as she came near to the Cross of our Lord, she was made perfectly whole.
Consequently, the precious Cross was lifted on high by Archbishop Macarius of Jerusalem; as he stood on the
ambo, and when the people beheld it, they cried out, "Lord have mercy." It should be noted that after its
discovery, a portion of the venerable Cross was taken to Constantinople as a blessing. The rest was left in
Jerusalem in the magnificent church built by Saint Helen, until the year 614. At that time, the Persians
plundered Palestine and took the Cross to their own country (see Jan. 22, Saint Anastasius the Persian). Late,
in the year 628, Emperor Heraclius set out on a military campaign, retrieved the Cross, and after bringing it to
Constantinople, himself escorted it back to Jerusalem, where he restored it to its place.

Wisdom of the Fathers

A MARVELOUS thing is longsuffering; it places the soul as in a quiet harbor, fleeing it from tossings and evil
spirits. And this everywhere Christ hath taught us, but especially now, when He is judged, and dragged, and
led about ....

St. John Chrysostom
Homily 84 on John 18 and Homily 85 on John 19, 4th Century

For He went forth bearing the Cross as a trophy over the tyranny of death: and as conquerors do, so He bare
upon His shoulders the symbol of victory ....

St. John Chrysostom
Homily 84 on John 18 and Homily 85 on John 19



Announcements

SERVICES THIS WEEK: Join us! Wednesday, September 17- St. Sophia Evening Divine Liturgy (6pm),
Saturday, September 20- St. Eustathios (8:45 AM Orthros & 10 AM Divine Liturgy) - No Confessions/Vespers
on Saturday as we have our Greek Food Festival.

BUILDING FUND MATCH CHALLENGE: We are blessed with another incredible opportunity! An anonymous

benefactor has offered a $100,000 Building Fund Match Challenge. Every dollar donated to the Building Fund

will be matched, up to $100,000, through December 31, 2025. Together we can raise $200,000 or more for the
construction of our new Cathedral. Donations may be made online through Realm or by mailing a check to the
Cathedral. Thank you for your generosity and continued support!

STEWARDSHIP: Stewardship is our offering showing love in action for Christ, the Church, and our fellow
human beings. It supports our ministries, programs, outreach, and the care and maintenance of our beloved
Cathedral. Most importantly, it supports our Cathedral liturgical expenses and our NEW Priest! Now more than
ever it is time for everyone to step up and make a commitment to our community. We are moving forward!
Please pledge today in person at Church or www.annunciation.org/donate.

AN INVITATION TO HOST COFFEE HOUR: As part of our revitalized coffee hour program, we’re calling on all
ministries, organizations, and our parishioners (individually or in teams!) to sign up to host one or more coffee
hours over the course of the year. We’'ll supply the coffee/ cream/ sugar, tablecloths, napkins, utensils — and
you supply the goodies (pastries, donuts, bagels, small sandwiches, fruit/ vegetable/ cheese platters or other
similar items). Please reach out to Irene Melitas (irene.melitas@annunciation.org, or 925.212.8561) to sign-up
and learn more.

HELP US MARKET OUR GREEK FOOD FESTIVAL: Our festival is next weekend September 19-21! The
marketing team is spreading the word and hopes you'll join in. Please pick up a few posters and postcards
(located just outside the chapel) to share with friends, neighbors, and colleagues—or ask local businesses to
display them. Let’'s make this our best-attended festival yet!

COMMUNITY KITCHEN: This coming Tuesday September 16th! Let us come together to prepare, serve, and
share a hot meal with those in our neighborhood. If you would like to volunteer, please sign up at
www.annunciation.org/ck-signup. If you would like to support this important ministry, please consider making a
financial donation at www.annunciation.org/ck-donate



https://www.annunciation.org/donate
https://www.annunciation.org/ck-signup
https://www.annunciation.org/ck-donate

