
‭SUNDAY, APRIL 27, 2025‬

‭THOMAS SUNDAY‬ ‭MARTYRS EMMANUEL, THEODORE, GEORGE, MICHAEL‬‭AND THE OTHER GEORGE OF SAMOTHRACE‬

‭EPISTLE‬‭READING‬‭OF‬‭THE‬‭DAY:‬‭This‬‭morning's‬‭Apostolic‬‭Reading‬‭is‬‭from‬‭the‬‭Acts‬‭of‬‭the‬‭Apostles‬
‭Chapter‬ ‭5,‬ ‭Verses‬ ‭12-20:‬ ‭In‬‭those‬‭days,‬‭many‬‭signs‬‭and‬‭wonders‬‭were‬‭done‬‭among‬‭the‬‭people‬‭by‬‭the‬
‭hands‬‭of‬‭the‬‭apostles.‬‭And‬‭they‬‭were‬‭all‬‭together‬‭in‬‭Solomon's‬‭Portico.‬‭None‬‭of‬‭the‬‭rest‬‭dared‬‭join‬‭them,‬
‭but‬ ‭the‬ ‭people‬ ‭held‬ ‭them‬ ‭in‬ ‭high‬ ‭honor.‬ ‭And‬ ‭more‬ ‭than‬ ‭ever‬ ‭believers‬ ‭were‬ ‭added‬ ‭to‬ ‭the‬ ‭Lord,‬
‭multitudes‬‭both‬‭of‬‭men‬‭and‬‭women,‬‭so‬‭that‬‭they‬‭even‬‭carried‬‭out‬‭the‬‭sick‬‭into‬‭the‬‭streets,‬‭and‬‭laid‬‭them‬
‭on‬ ‭beds‬ ‭and‬ ‭pallets,‬ ‭that‬ ‭as‬ ‭Peter‬‭came‬‭by‬‭at‬‭least‬‭his‬‭shadow‬‭might‬‭fall‬‭on‬‭some‬‭of‬‭them.‬‭The‬‭people‬
‭also‬ ‭gathered‬ ‭from‬ ‭the‬ ‭towns‬ ‭around‬ ‭Jerusalem,‬ ‭bringing‬ ‭the‬ ‭sick‬ ‭and‬ ‭those‬ ‭afflicted‬ ‭with‬ ‭unclean‬
‭spirits,‬‭and‬‭they‬‭were‬‭all‬‭healed.‬‭But‬‭the‬‭high‬‭priest‬‭rose‬‭up‬‭and‬‭all‬‭who‬‭were‬‭with‬‭him,‬‭that‬‭is,‬‭the‬‭party‬
‭of‬‭the‬‭Sadducees,‬‭and‬‭filled‬‭with‬‭jealousy‬‭they‬‭arrested‬‭the‬‭apostles‬‭and‬‭put‬‭them‬‭in‬‭the‬‭common‬‭prison.‬
‭But‬‭at‬‭night‬‭an‬‭angel‬‭of‬‭the‬‭Lord‬‭opened‬‭the‬‭prison‬‭doors‬‭and‬‭brought‬‭them‬‭out‬‭and‬‭said,‬‭"Go‬‭and‬‭stand‬
‭in the temple and speak to the people all the words of this Life."‬

‭GOSPEL‬ ‭READING‬ ‭OF‬ ‭THE‬ ‭DAY:‬ ‭This‬ ‭morning's‬ ‭Gospel‬ ‭Reading‬ ‭is‬ ‭from‬ ‭the‬ ‭Holy‬ ‭Gospel‬
‭according‬‭to‬‭Saint‬‭Mark‬‭John‬‭19,‬‭Verses‬‭20-31:‬‭On‬‭the‬‭evening‬‭of‬‭that‬‭day,‬‭the‬‭first‬‭day‬‭of‬‭the‬‭week,‬‭the‬
‭doors‬ ‭being‬ ‭shut‬ ‭where‬ ‭the‬‭disciples‬‭were‬‭for‬‭fear‬‭of‬‭the‬‭Jews,‬‭Jesus‬‭came‬‭and‬‭stood‬‭among‬‭them‬‭and‬
‭said‬ ‭to‬ ‭them,‬ ‭"Peace‬ ‭be‬ ‭with‬ ‭you."‬ ‭When‬ ‭He‬ ‭had‬ ‭said‬ ‭this,‬ ‭He‬ ‭showed‬‭them‬‭His‬‭hands‬‭and‬‭His‬‭side.‬
‭Then‬‭the‬‭disciples‬‭were‬‭glad‬‭when‬‭they‬‭saw‬‭the‬‭Lord.‬‭Jesus‬‭said‬‭to‬‭them‬‭again,‬‭"Peace‬‭be‬‭with‬‭you.‬‭As‬
‭the‬‭Father‬‭has‬‭sent‬‭Me,‬‭even‬‭so‬‭I‬‭send‬‭you."‬‭And‬‭when‬‭He‬‭had‬‭said‬‭this,‬‭He‬‭breathed‬‭on‬‭them‬‭and‬‭said‬
‭to‬‭them,‬‭"Receive‬‭the‬‭Holy‬‭Spirit.‬‭If‬‭you‬‭forgive‬‭the‬‭sins‬‭of‬‭any,‬‭they‬‭are‬‭forgiven;‬‭if‬‭you‬‭retain‬‭the‬‭sins‬‭of‬
‭any,‬‭they‬‭are‬‭retained."‬‭Now‬‭Thomas,‬‭one‬‭of‬‭the‬‭twelve,‬‭called‬‭the‬‭Twin,‬‭was‬‭not‬‭with‬‭them‬‭when‬‭Jesus‬
‭came.‬‭So‬‭the‬‭other‬‭disciples‬‭told‬‭him,‬‭"We‬‭have‬‭seen‬‭the‬‭Lord."‬‭But‬‭he‬‭said‬‭to‬‭them,‬‭"Unless‬‭I‬‭see‬‭in‬‭His‬
‭hands‬‭the‬‭print‬‭of‬‭the‬‭nails,‬‭and‬‭place‬‭my‬‭finger‬‭in‬‭the‬‭mark‬‭of‬‭the‬‭nails,‬‭and‬‭place‬‭my‬‭hand‬‭in‬‭His‬‭side,‬‭I‬
‭will‬‭not‬‭believe."‬‭Eight‬‭days‬‭later,‬‭His‬‭disciples‬‭were‬‭again‬‭in‬‭the‬‭house,‬‭and‬‭Thomas‬‭was‬‭with‬‭them.‬‭The‬
‭doors‬‭were‬‭shut,‬‭but‬‭Jesus‬‭came‬‭and‬‭stood‬‭among‬‭them‬‭and‬‭said,‬‭"Peace‬‭be‬‭with‬‭you."‬‭Then‬‭He‬‭said‬‭to‬
‭Thomas,‬‭"Put‬‭your‬‭finger‬‭here,‬‭and‬‭see‬‭My‬‭hands;‬‭and‬‭put‬‭out‬‭your‬‭hand,‬‭and‬‭place‬‭it‬‭in‬‭My‬‭side;‬‭do‬‭not‬
‭be‬ ‭faithless,‬ ‭but‬ ‭believing."‬ ‭Thomas‬ ‭answered‬ ‭Him,‬ ‭"My‬ ‭Lord‬ ‭and‬‭My‬‭God!"‬‭Jesus‬‭said‬‭to‬‭him,‬‭"Have‬
‭you‬ ‭believed‬ ‭because‬ ‭you‬ ‭have‬ ‭seen‬ ‭Me?‬ ‭Blessed‬ ‭are‬ ‭those‬ ‭who‬ ‭have‬ ‭not‬‭seen‬‭and‬‭yet‬‭believe."‬‭Now‬
‭Jesus‬‭did‬‭many‬‭other‬‭signs‬‭in‬‭the‬‭presence‬‭of‬‭the‬‭disciples,‬‭which‬‭are‬‭not‬‭written‬‭in‬‭this‬‭book;‬‭but‬‭these‬
‭are‬ ‭written‬ ‭that‬ ‭you‬ ‭may‬ ‭believe‬ ‭that‬ ‭Jesus‬ ‭is‬ ‭the‬ ‭Christ,‬‭the‬‭Son‬‭of‬‭God,‬‭and‬‭that‬‭believing,‬‭you‬‭may‬
‭have life in His name.‬

‭MEN’S‬ ‭FELLOWSHIP‬ ‭–‬ ‭Save‬ ‭the‬ ‭Date:‬ ‭Our‬ ‭next‬ ‭Men’s‬ ‭Fellowship‬ ‭gathering‬ ‭will‬ ‭take‬ ‭place‬ ‭on‬
‭Thursday‬ ‭May‬ ‭15th.‬ ‭Social‬ ‭hour‬ ‭will‬ ‭begin‬ ‭at‬ ‭6:30‬‭PM.‬‭Dinner‬‭and‬‭program‬‭will‬‭follow‬‭at‬‭7:00‬‭PM.‬
‭These‬‭meetings‬‭provide‬‭a‬‭great‬‭opportunity‬‭for‬‭us‬‭to‬‭reconnect‬‭with‬‭our‬‭friends,‬‭our‬‭community,‬‭and‬
‭our‬ ‭faith.‬ ‭If‬ ‭you‬ ‭plan‬ ‭to‬ ‭attend‬ ‭our‬ ‭next‬ ‭gathering,‬ ‭please‬ ‭email‬ ‭Jim‬ ‭Rakos‬ ‭at‬
‭jim.rakos@annunciation.org‬‭to RSVP.‬

‭STEWARDSHIP:‬ ‭Stewardship‬ ‭is‬ ‭the‬ ‭foundation‬ ‭of‬ ‭everything‬ ‭we‬ ‭do‬ ‭as‬ ‭a‬ ‭parish.‬ ‭It‬ ‭supports‬ ‭our‬
‭ministries,‬ ‭programs,‬ ‭outreach,‬ ‭and‬ ‭the‬ ‭care‬ ‭and‬ ‭maintenance‬ ‭of‬ ‭our‬ ‭beloved‬ ‭Cathedral.‬ ‭Your‬
‭commitment‬ ‭is‬ ‭vital‬ ‭to‬ ‭sustaining‬ ‭our‬ ‭work.‬ ‭Pledge‬ ‭cards‬ ‭are‬ ‭available‬ ‭to‬ ‭complete‬‭a‬‭Stewardship‬
‭card‬‭for‬‭2025‬‭TODAY.‬‭Together‬‭we‬‭can‬‭continue‬‭to‬‭build‬‭a‬‭parish‬‭that‬‭honors‬‭our‬‭faith,‬‭supports‬‭our‬
‭families, and serves as a beacon of Orthodoxy for the San Francisco Bay Area.‬

‭AN‬‭INVITATION‬‭TO‬‭HOST‬‭COFFEE‬‭HOUR:‬ ‭As‬‭part‬‭of‬‭our‬‭revitalized‬‭coffee‬‭hour‬‭program,‬‭we’re‬
‭calling‬ ‭on‬‭all‬‭ministries,‬‭organizations,‬‭and‬‭our‬‭parishioners‬‭(individually‬‭or‬‭in‬‭teams!)‬‭to‬‭sign‬‭up‬‭to‬
‭host‬‭one‬‭or‬‭more‬‭coffee‬‭hours‬‭over‬‭the‬‭course‬‭of‬‭the‬‭new‬‭year.‬ ‭We’ll‬‭supply‬‭the‬‭coffee/‬‭cream/‬‭sugar,‬
‭tablecloths,‬ ‭napkins,‬ ‭utensils‬ ‭–‬ ‭and‬ ‭you‬ ‭supply‬ ‭the‬ ‭goodies‬ ‭(e.g.,‬ ‭pastries,‬ ‭donuts,‬ ‭bagels,‬ ‭small‬
‭sandwiches, fruit/vegetable/cheese platters and assorted dips, or other similar items‬‭).‬
‭We’re‬‭currently‬‭seeking‬‭hosts‬‭for‬‭the‬‭month‬‭of‬‭April‬‭(27‬‭th‬‭)‬‭and‬‭May‬‭(4‬‭th‬ ‭and‬‭25‬‭th‬‭).‬‭Please‬‭reach‬‭out‬‭to‬
‭Irene Melitas (‬‭irene.melitas@annunciation.org‬‭, or, 925.212.8561) to sign-up and learn more.‬

‭COMMUNITY‬ ‭KITCHEN:‬ ‭Every‬ ‭third‬ ‭Tuesday‬ ‭of‬ ‭the‬ ‭month,‬ ‭we‬ ‭come‬ ‭together‬ ‭to‬‭prepare,‬‭serve,‬
‭and‬ ‭share‬ ‭a‬ ‭hot‬ ‭meal‬ ‭with‬ ‭those‬ ‭in‬ ‭our‬ ‭neighborhood.‬ ‭Our‬ ‭next‬‭gathering‬‭will‬‭take‬‭place‬ ‭Tuesday,‬
‭May‬‭20.‬ ‭If‬‭you‬‭would‬‭like‬‭to‬‭volunteer,‬‭please‬‭sign‬‭up‬‭at‬‭www.annunciation.org/ck-signup‬‭.‬‭If‬‭you‬‭are‬
‭unable‬ ‭to‬ ‭volunteer‬ ‭but‬ ‭would‬ ‭like‬ ‭to‬ ‭support‬ ‭this‬ ‭important‬ ‭ministry,‬ ‭please‬ ‭consider‬ ‭making‬ ‭a‬
‭financial donation at‬ ‭www.annunciation.org/ck-donate‬

‭PHILOPTOCHOS‬‭MOTHER’S‬‭DAY‬‭LUNCHEON:‬ ‭The‬‭63rd‬‭annual‬‭luncheon‬‭and‬‭fashion‬‭show‬‭will‬
‭be‬ ‭held‬‭Saturday,‬‭May‬‭10th‬‭at‬‭Annunciation‬‭Cathedral.‬‭Please‬‭join‬‭us‬‭for‬‭this‬‭time‬‭honored‬‭event‬‭as‬
‭we‬‭navigate‬‭the‬‭wonders‬‭of‬‭the‬‭grecian‬‭isles‬‭and‬‭celebrate‬‭Momma‬‭Mia:‬‭A‬‭Journey‬‭Through‬‭Greece.‬
‭For reservations or information contact:‬‭grace.koutoulas@annunciation.org‬
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